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Mumia Abu-Jamal to Give Commencement Speech at Goddard College
Inmate Journalist and Goddard Graduate to Address Newest Class of Radical Thinkers

Plainfield, Vt. -- Goddard College announced today that Mumia Abu-Jamal, an American 
prisoner, author, and journalist who received his Bachelor of Arts from Goddard in 1996, 
was selected by the students of the Undergraduate Program’s Fall 2014 graduating class 
to be their commencement speaker this Sunday, October 5.

Abu-Jamal was convicted in the 1981 murder of Philadelphia police officer Daniel 
Faulkner. His original death sentence handed down at his trial in 1982 was commuted to 
life imprisonment without parole in 2011. He was then transferred from death row to the 
Mahanoy State Correctional Institution in Frackville, Pa., where he resides today.

Abu-Jamal’s commencement remarks were prerecorded by Director of Prison Radio 
Noelle Hanrahan and will be played alongside a short slideshow created by director and 
filmmaker Stephen Vittoria, whose documentary “Long Distance Revolutionary: A Journey 
with Mumia Abu-Jamal” was released in 2012.

Goddard College holds twenty commencement ceremonies each year, allowing for 
students in each degree program to personalize their graduation experience.

“As a reflection of Goddard’s individualized and transformational educational model, our 
commencements are intimate affairs where each student serves as her or his own 
valedictorian, and each class chooses its own speaker,” said Goddard College Interim 
President Bob Kenny. “Choosing Mumia as their commencement speaker, to me, shows 
how this newest group of Goddard graduates expresses their freedom to engage and 
think radically and critically in a world that often sets up barriers to do just that,” he said.

Twenty out of twenty-three students receiving their Bachelor of Arts or Bachelor of Fine 
Arts will graduate in the commencement ceremony featuring Abu-Jamal’s speech at the 
Haybarn Theatre at Goddard College, located at 123 Pitkin Road in Plainfield, Vt., at 4:00 
p.m. on Sunday, October 5.

####

About Goddard College
Initially founded in 1863 as the Goddard Seminary in Barre, Vt., Goddard College moved 
to its current Plainfield campus and was chartered in 1938 by founding President Royce 
“Tim” Pitkin. In 1963, Goddard became the first U.S. college to offer low-residency adult 
degree programs, and now offers accredited MA, MFA, BA, and BFA degree programs 
from the main campus in Plainfield, and sites in Seattle and Port Townsend, Wash. 
Goddard’s intensive, low-residency model offers the best of on-campus and distance 
education, with experienced faculty advisors, rigorous campus residencies, and the 
freedom to study from anywhere. More at goddard.edu.
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Widow, college react to convicted cop killer giving 
commencement speech

This is a rush transcript from "The Kelly File," September 30, 2014. This copy may not be in its final form and may be 
updated.

MEGYN KELLY, HOST: Controversy on a college campus after students selects a convicted cop killer as their graduation 
speaker.

Mumia Abu-Jamal has spent decades behind bars for murdering 25-year-old police officer Daniel Faulkner. In moments, 
we will hear from his Daniel's widow as well as a school representative.

But first, Trace Gallagher reports from our West Coast newsroom. Trace.
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TRACE GALLAGHER, LOS ANGELES: Megyn, it was during a traffic stop in December of 1981, Philadelphia police officer 
Daniel Faulkner was shot in the back by Wesley Cook, now known as Mumia Abu-Jamal. Faulkner fired back striking Abu-
Jamal, but as the officer lie wounded, three witnesses testified that Abu-Jamal walked over to Faulkner and fired four shots 
point blank. Abu-Jamal was arrested wearing a shoulder holster. The weapon with five spent cartridges was by his side.

He was convicted by a jury of 10 whites and two blacks, the same jury sentenced him to death. Abu-Jamal became one of 
the world's most famous death row inmates with supporters claiming he was innocent. The court of appeals and the U.S. 
Supreme Court begged to differ, upholding his conviction, though his death sentence was eventually vacated because the 
jury was improperly instructed.

He now is spending the rest of his life in prison, Megyn.

KELLY: Trace, thank you. Joining us now, Maureen Faulkner, whose husband Daniel was just 25-years-old when he was 
shot repeatedly at close range by Mumia. And a Dustin Byerly, associated director of advancement and alumni affairs at 
Goddard College, he is also a Goddard graduate. But we begin with Maureen. Maureen, your reaction to this invitation.

MAUREEN FAULKNER, WIDOW OF POLICE OFFICER DANIEL FAULKNER: Megyn, I am just absolutely outraged that 
they would have such a hate-filled murderer on as a commencement speaker.

I mean, this man -- he murdered my husband with malice and premeditation. He is evil. What does he have to offer on any 
commencement of any kind of enrichment with these people, young people --

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: I'll tell you what the school says. The school says he's an award winning journalist who chronicles the human 
condition. Then they mention that he was a resident of death row for 29 years before being moved into gen pop. But he 
hosts the nationally syndicated prison radio show and his murder trial has been the subject of great debate. Maureen.

FAULKNER: Well, all I can say is he is a murderer and he should not -- he lost his voice when he put a bullet between my 
husband's eyes. And I still do not understand this justice system and why they are allowing him to speak. They are saying 
it's his constitutional right? And from what I understand, the Justice Department is actually -- in Pennsylvania, the DOJ in 
Pennsylvania are saying they are so sorry that, you know, this college is allowing him to speak. Why doesn't the justice 
system say he's not able to speak? I was told back in 2011 --

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: These graduates want to celebrate their commencement from college by listening to a man who killed -- who 
gunned down your 25-year-old husband like an animal.

FAULKNER: Not to mention that he graduated from that college in 1996 and got his bachelor's degree.

KELLY: Mumia Abu-Jamal did.

FAULKNER: Yeah. While he was on death row.

KELLY: Did Daniel ever graduate from college?

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: Was he able to graduate?

FAULKNER: My husband was in community college. He was getting ready to graduate with his bachelor's degree when 
Mumia put a bullet into his back and then between his eyes. But does anyone talk about that? No.
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KELLY: Unbelievable, Maureen.

FAULKNER: This is what's wrong with our society, Megyn. You know, there's a saying and it says all that is necessary for 
the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing. And that's why we must speak out on our discontent on this murder 
speaking at this commencement.

KELLY: Understood. Maureen Faulkner, thank you, ma'am.

FAULKNER: Thank you.

KELLY: I want to bring in Dustin Byerly who is with Goddard College and helps as a liaison with the students.

Dustin, your reaction? Can you understand how she feels?

DUSTIN BYERLY, GODDARD COLLEGE GRADUATE: Thanks for having me on the show, Megyn.

Yes, I spoke with Ms. Faulkner this morning and we had a polite dialogue and talked about this for quite a while. What I 
would say is that Goddard College's approach to education is always started with the individual. We have an individualized 
approach to education, so when a student comes to the college we ask them what they're interested in, what they are 
passionate about, what they want to study and we help them.

KELLY: All right, all right, all right. I get it. I realize it's a strange institution. They promote radicalism. They say every 
graduate is a valedictorian. That's right off the website -- it's one of those places. But you heard what she said. This man 
who you guys are having on your college voice as your commencement speaker put a bullet in between the eyes of a 
police officer.

BYERLY: I understand your point, and it's a valid point. Our graduating students had decided that they wanted Mumia to 
be their commencement speaker at this graduation. It's the college's policy that we don't oppose.

KELLY: Why?

BYERLY: Because that's our policy as a college that advocates for complicated dialogue around complex issues.

KELLY: What dialogue is there going to be? Who is going to represent Maureen's side?

BYERLY: I mean, I think the dialogue is taking place right now. It's been taking place all day. It is taking place all across 
the country.

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: Where? Where else? Where else besides Fox News?

BYERLY: I've been fielding requests all day from the press and I've been talking about people all day on both sides of the 
fence and the issues of race and race relations, and how we deal with our population.

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: It's not about race relations, it's about cop killing, and whether that man who was sentenced -- he was sentenced 
to death, he got off death row on a technicality, now he is serving a life prison, has the right to have this sort of a pulpit to 
talk about revolution -- this is what he said in another speech he gave recently -- and talk about how he believes yet again 
that the police -- let me get it -- white juries are still sending blacks to prison and cops are still treating black life as a cheap 
commodity. He is the one who treated life as a cheap commodity. He is.

BYERLY: That may be your opinion. That's the opinion of many people.
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KELLY: Including the jury and the Supreme Court.

BYERLY: There are people on both sides. Obviously, there are supporters and detractors. It's not my position nor the 
college's position to take a side either way.

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: Take a side? The law has spoken. The jury has spoken. The Supreme Court has spoken.

BYERLY: And that doesn't remove the students' right to select their own commencement speaker and hear what he has to 
say.

KELLY: No one is arguing the right. I'm looking for the reason. Reason.

BYERLY: The reason is that the graduating students believe that Mumia has a message coming from prison from a unique 
perspective and speaks to issues that are important to them that are important in a world where we have Ferguson, where 
we have police brutality, where these issues are real and in their lives that they want to discuss --

(CROSSTALK)

KELLY: Dustin, I appreciate you coming on. Thank you for being here.

BYERLY: Thank you so much, Megyn.

Content and Programming Copyright 2014 Fox News Network, LLC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Copyright 2014 CQ-Roll 
Call, Inc. All materials herein are protected by United States copyright law and may not be reproduced, distributed, 
transmitted, displayed, published or broadcast without the prior written permission of CQ-Roll Call. You may not alter or 
remove any trademark, copyright or other notice from copies of the content.
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MEMORANDUM

Posted: October 2, 2014 04:12 PM 
From: Representative Mike Vereb  

To: All House members  
Subject: Cosponsor Request - Revictimization Relief Act 

 
A convicted murderer is still traumatizing the victim’s family and it needs to stop. We need to 
ensure this doesn’t happen to any other victim or their family. 
  
As a former police officer whose partner nearly died in my arms, I can personally relate to this 
tragedy. 
  
I’m sure you all recently heard the news that convicted cop killer Mumia Abu-Jamal plans to 
give a commencement speech at a college in Vermont.  I am utterly outraged that such a 
reprehensible person would be able to revictimize Officer Daniel Faulkner’s family with this kind 
of self-promoting behavior.  I am asking your support for a bill, the Revictimization Relief Act, 
that would put an end to this kind of shameful misconduct. 
  
Officer Faulkner’s wife Maureen was left a widow by Abu-Jamal.  But not only did Maureen lose 
her husband and the life she hoped to lead with him, Maureen also since has been revictimized 
again and again by Abu-Jamal’s ongoing acts.  It is time to put a stop to this, not only for 
Maureen, but for all victims of personal crimes.  That is why I am today proposing we add to the 
Crime Victims Act a provision for “Revictimization Relief.”  It would allow the victim of a crime, 
or a district attorney or the Attorney General on the victim’s behalf, to bring a civil action to 
stop an offender’s misconduct which causes the victim or the victim’s family severe mental 
anguish.  The courts would then have the power to issue an order stopping the revictimization. 
  
How often does the victim of a crime have to be victimized again before it is considered 
enough?  I ask that you join me in this effort.  I plan to participate in a press conference 
Monday, October 6 at 3:30pm in the Main Rotunda. I have invited Jennifer Storm, the state’s 
Victim Advocate, Mrs. Faulkner via satellite, and by virtue of this memo, all of you and 
members of the State Senate.  
  
Standing together, we can make a difference and show victims and families, Pennsylvania does 
not condone the actions of murderers. 
  
Please contact Julianne Naccarato in my capitol office with questions regarding this 
Revictimization Relief Act 717-705-7164. 
  
FACTS OF THE CASE: 
Here are the facts of the case, verified in Court. 
On December 9, 1981, at approximately 3:55 a.m., Philadelphia Police Officer Daniel Faulkner joined the 
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ranks of those courageous officers who have given their lives to keep our nation's streets safe and 
free.  Officer Faulkner, a five year veteran of the Philadelphia Police Department, made a traffic stop at 
Locust Street near Twelfth Street.  After making the stop, Officer Faulkner called for assistance on his 
police radio and requested a police wagon to transport a prisoner.  Unbeknownst to him, the driver’s 
brother, Mumia Abu-Jamal was across the street. As Officer Faulkner attempted to handcuff William 
Cook, Mumia Abu-Jamal ran from across the street and shot the officer in the back in cold blood.  Officer 
Faulkner turned and was able to fire one shot that struck Abu-Jamal in the chest; the wounded officer 
then fell to the pavement. Mumia Abu-Jamal then stood over the downed officer and shot at him four 
more times at close range, striking him once directly in the face. Mumia Abu-Jamal was found still at the 
scene of the shooting by officers who arrived there within seconds. The murderer was slumped against 
the curb in front of his brother's car. In his possession was a .38 caliber revolver that records showed 
Mumia had purchased months earlier. The chamber of the gun had five spent cartridges. Eyewitnesses 
to the brutal slaying identified Mumia Abu-Jamal as the killer both at the scene and during his trial 
included a cab driver, as well as other pedestrians. 
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