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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR  
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
WHITEWOOD et al., 
 
    Plaintiffs, 
                  
  v. 
 
WOLF et al.,  
 
    Defendants. 
 

 
 

 
Civil Action  
 
No. 13-1861-JEJ 

 
DECLARATION OF MAUREEN HENNESSEY 

I, Maureen Hennessey, declare as follows: 

1. I am 53 years old, and a Pennsylvania resident.   

2. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary 

Judgment in the matter of Whitewood et al. v. Wolf et al. to briefly describe the 

importance of marriage to me and how the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 

refusal to recognize my marriage is stigmatizing and hurtful.   

3. My wife, Mary Beth McIntyre, and I were both born and raised in 

Philadelphia. 

4. Mary Beth and I lived together for 29 years, from 1984 until Mary 

Beth’s death on May 18, 2013 at the age of 55.  (True and correct copies of 

photographs of Mary Beth and me together over the years, produced in this 

litigation as HENNESSEY000160, HENNESSEY000163, and 
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HENNESSEY000164, are attached as Exhibits PX-29-A, PX-29-B, and PX-29-C, 

respectively.) 

5. Mary Beth and I raised 3 children together:  my son from a previous 

relationship, and Mary Beth’s niece and nephew, whose mother died when they 

were young, although Mary Beth never formally adopted any of them.  (A true and 

correct copy of a photograph of Mary Beth, me, my son Shawn, and Mary Beth’s 

niece Kerry, produced in this litigation as HENNESSEY000161, is attached as 

Exhibit PX-29-D.)  When Mary Beth died, we had three grandchildren.  A fourth 

was born shortly after she passed away. 

6. In August 2009, Mary Beth was diagnosed with inoperable Stage 4 

lung cancer that had spread to her brain and bones.  After Mary Beth fell ill, I left 

my job as a substitute teacher in the Philadelphia School District to care for Mary 

Beth and to help Mary Beth run her business, which was the family’s primary 

source of income.   

7. Mary Beth and I married in Provincetown, Massachusetts on June 9, 

2011.  (A redacted copy of our Certificate of Marriage, produced in this litigation 

as HENNESSEY000003, is attached as PX-29-E.)  We would have preferred to 

marry in our home state of Pennsylvania where our loved ones and friends live, 

and we would have loved to solemnize our marriage at Germantown Friends 

Meeting in our neighborhood.  But getting married in Pennsylvania was not an 
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option, and we knew our time together was too limited to try to wait for that 

change to come.  (A true and correct copy of a photograph of Mary Beth and me 

taken in Provincetown on our wedding day, produced in this litigation as 

HENNESSEY000165, is attached as Exhibit PX-29-F.) 

8. While Mary Beth was suffering the physical and emotional pain of 

end stage cancer, she had the additional burden of worrying about how I would 

manage financially after she was gone.   (A true and correct copy of a video with 

interviews of Mary Beth and me and our family taped in May 2013, produced in 

this litigation as HENNESSEY000166, is attached as Exhibit PX-29-G.)   

9. We realized that, when Mary Beth died, her property would not pass 

automatically to me, since Pennsylvania does not recognize our marriage.  So 

Mary Beth went to an attorney in our neighborhood and paid to have a will drawn 

up to try to effectuate her desire to leave all of her possessions to me.  (A redacted 

version of Mary Beth’s will, produced in this litigation as HENNESSEY000001–

02, is attached as Exhibit PX-29-H.)  But there was nothing an attorney could do to 

establish most of the legal protections that are available to widows and widowers. 

10. As Mary Beth’s cancer got worse, she needed my help to get in and 

out of bed and to the bathroom.  I helped bathe her and administered her 

medications.  Because Mary Beth had difficulty chewing and swallowing, I made 

foods that were easy to swallow and helped feed her.   
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11. The fact that our marriage isn’t recognized in Pennsylvania made it 

much harder to advocate for Mary Beth during her illness.  As the tumors spread 

through Mary Beth’s brain, it became more difficult for her to speak, and her 

speech difficulties embarrassed her.  So I made a lot of phone calls on Mary Beth’s 

behalf to insurance companies, doctors, and hospice workers to make sure she was 

getting the care she needed.  With every call I had to explain our relationship.  

Since Pennsylvania treats Mary Beth and me as legal strangers, I was at the mercy 

of the person on the other end of the phone.  I worried with every phone call that I 

would be told I had no right to speak for Mary Beth.  I had to keep lists of which 

individuals at various companies recognized me as Mary Beth’s spouse and would 

talk to me.  If Pennsylvania recognized our marriage, it would have been much 

easier to protect Mary Beth before she died.  

12. Before Mary Beth passed away, we made arrangements for her 

funeral and burial.  Mary Beth told the undertaker that she wanted it noted on her 

death certificate that we were married, and wanted me listed as her surviving 

spouse.  He explained to us that we wouldn’t be able to do that because 

Pennsylvania doesn’t recognize me as Mary Beth’s wife.   

13. This upset Mary Beth a lot.  But I’m not sure she was as upset as I 

was after she passed when I got to hold that death certificate and see that there was 

a space for me, but I can’t go in it.  Mary Beth’s death certificate listed her as 
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“never married,” and the “surviving spouse” part of the form was left blank.  I was 

listed as the “informant.”  (A redacted copy of Mary Beth’s death certificate, 

produced in this litigation as HENNESSEY000135, is attached as Exhibit PX-29-

I.)  I shouldn’t be listed as the informant.  That sounds like a person who made a 

telephone call.  I want to be recognized as Mary Beth’s surviving spouse.  And I 

want—just as she wanted—her death certificate to acknowledge that, at the time 

she passed, she was married.  Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize our marriage 

disrespects the commitment that Mary Beth and I made to one another and 

devalues our 29-year relationship and our family.   

14. Because Pennsylvania treats Mary Beth and me as legal strangers, in 

February 2014, I paid an inheritance tax of 15% on the property that Mary Beth 

left to me.  (A redacted copy of the inheritance tax return, produced in this 

litigation as HENNESSEY000167–240, and the check paying the inheritance tax, 

produced in this litigation as HENNESSEY000241, are attached as Exhibits PX-

29-J and PX-29-K, respectively.)  I was even taxed on assets we owned together, 

including half of our joint bank accounts and half the value of the home we bought 

together and shared together and owned as joint tenants with the right of 

survivorship.  (A redacted copy of the deed to our house, produced in this litigation 

as HENNESSEY000099, is attached as Exhibit PX-29-L.)  I had to use a 

substantial amount of Mary Beth’s life insurance and retirement savings to pay the 
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VIDEO FILED WITH COURT 
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