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EXPERT REPORT OF MICHAEL E. LAMB 

PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. I am a Professor of Psychology in the Department of Psychology at the University 

of Cambridge in the United Kingdom.  I have been retained by counsel for plaintiffs in this case 

to prepare this expert report in connection with the above-referenced litigation.  I have actual 

knowledge of the matters stated in this expert report and could and would so testify if called as a 

witness.   
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2. My background, experience, and list of publications from the last 10 years are 

summarized in my curriculum vitae, which is attached as Exhibit A to this expert report.  

3. I hold a Bachelor’s degree in psychology and economics from the University of 

Natal in Durban, South Africa (1972), Master’s degrees in psychology from Johns Hopkins 

University (1974) and Yale University (1975), and a Ph.D. in psychology from Yale University 

(1976). 

4. I have held academic positions as Assistant Professor of Psychology at the 

University of Wisconsin, Assistant Professor of Psychology at the University of Michigan, and 

Professor of Psychology, Psychiatry, and Pediatrics at the University of Utah.  In 2004, I took a 

position as Professor and Head of the Department of Social and Developmental Psychology at 

the University of Cambridge in the United Kingdom. 

5. From 1987 until 2004, I was head of the Section on Social and Emotional 

Development and a Senior Research Scientist at the United States National Institute of Child 

Health and Human Development (NICHD), an institute within the National Institutes of Health 

(NIH). 

6. I have authored more than 600 publications that have appeared either in peer-

reviewed professional journals or in professional books published by academic presses primarily 

for the readership of other professionals.  I have written or edited about 45 books in the field of 

developmental psychology.  The professional publications that I have written have focused on 

development in infancy, mother-child relationships, father-child relationships, the role of the 

father, sibling relationships, the effects of nontraditional rearing circumstances (including same-

sex parent families), the effects of daycare, child abuse, and forensic interview practices.  A 
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number of my books, including my books on nontraditional families, are used widely as texts in 

graduate courses.  

7. I have been a peer-reviewer for various professional journals regularly for more 

than 35 years, and I edit the journal Psychology, Public Policy, and Law for the American 

Psychological Association.  I currently average five to ten reviews of other professionals’ work 

per week.  In connection with my work as a peer-reviewer, I have peer-reviewed dozens of 

articles that address the parenting abilities of gay men and/or lesbians and/or their children’s 

adjustment. 

8. In the past four years, I have testified as an expert – either at trial or through 

declaration – or been deposed as an expert in In the Matter of the Adoption of X.X.G. and N.R.G. 

in the Circuit Court of the 11th Judicial Circuit in and for Miami-Dade County, Florida, Case 

No. 06-43881 FC 04; Cole v. The Arkansas Department of Human Services in the Circuit Court 

of Pulaski County, Arkansas, Case No. CV2008-14284; Perry v. Schwarzenegger, 704 F. 

Supp.2d 921 (N.D. Cal. 2010); Gill et al. v. Office of Personnel Management, 699 F.Supp.2d 374 

(D. Mass. 2010); Massachusetts v. Dep’t Health and Human Serv., 698 F.Supp.2d 234 (D. Mass. 

2010); Windsor v. U.S., 833 F. Supp.2d 394 (S.D.N.Y. 2011); Golinski v. Office of Personnel 

Management, 824 F.Supp.2d 968 (N.D. Cal. 2012); Pedersen v. Office of Personnel 

Management, 881 F. Supp. 2d 294 (D. Conn. 2012); Dragovich v. U.S. Dep’t of the Treasury, 

872 F. Supp. 2d 944 (N.D. Cal. 2012); Sevcik v. Sandoval, No. 2:12-CV-00578-RCJ-PAL (D. 

Nev. 2012); Darby v. Orr, Lazaro v. Orr, Nos. 12 CH 19718 & 19719 (Circuit Ct., Cook Cty); 

Cooper-Harris v. U.S., No. 2:12-cv-887-CBM (W.D. Cal. 2013); Harris v. McDonnell, No. 

5:13-CV-077-MFU (W.D. Va. 2013); and De Leon v. Perry, No. 5:13-CV-982-OLG (W.D. Tex. 

2013). 
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9. Over the past 40 years, I have pursued two broad areas of research.  One line of 

research has focused on forensic issues such as the credibility of children and the best ways of 

eliciting accurate information from victims of child abuse.   This work is not directly relevant to 

the present litigation.  The other line of research is concerned with children’s development and 

adjustment, especially the formative effects of the relationships that children establish with their 

parents and the ways in which these relationships shape children’s development over time.  In 

this context, I have also examined factors that are likely to have an adverse effect on 

development, such as child abuse, and I have explored variations in rearing experiences that 

might affect child development, such as the effects of various types of nontraditional family 

forms.  I am familiar with the research on families headed by gay and lesbian individuals and 

couples.   

10. My initial research in the United States was about the formation of relationships 

between babies and their parents in households with a mother and a father.  When I began my 

research, I focused on the role played by fathers in children’s development.  I later expanded my 

research in order to understand better the role that fathers play in children’s lives – when they 

live with their children and when they do not, in both divorced and married families, and when 

they are highly involved or uninvolved in childcare—as well as the roles played by factors such 

as out-of-home care, family structure, and cultural background. 

11. In preparing this report, I reviewed the materials listed in the attached reference 

list (Exhibit B).  I may rely on those documents, in addition to the documents specifically cited 

as supportive examples in particular sections of this report, as additional support for my 

opinions.  I have also relied on my years of experience in this field, as set out in my curriculum 

vitae (Exhibit A), and on the materials listed therein.  The materials I have relied upon in 
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preparing this report are the same types of materials that experts in my field of study regularly 

rely upon when forming opinions on the subject. 

12. I am being compensated at an hourly rate for actual time devoted, at the rate of 

$350.00 per hour for preparation of reports and for testimony.  My compensation does not 

depend on the outcome of this litigation, the opinions I express, or the testimony I provide. 

I. Summary Of Ultimate Conclusions. 

13. Children and adolescents raised by same-sex parents are as likely to be well-

adjusted as children raised by different-sex parents, including biological parents.  Numerous 

studies of youths raised by same-sex parents conducted over the past 30 years by respected 

researchers and published in peer-reviewed academic journals conclude that children and 

adolescents raised by same-sex parents are as successful psychologically, emotionally, and 

socially as children and adolescents raised by different-sex parents, including biological parents.   

14. It is beyond scientific dispute that the factors that account for the adjustment of 

children and adolescents are the quality of the youths’ relationships with their parents, the quality 

of the relationship between the parents or significant adults in the youths’ lives, and the 

availability of economic and social resources.  These factors affect adjustment in both traditional 

and nontraditional families, including families headed by same-sex parents.  The parents’ sexual 

orientation, gender or biological relatedness to the child do not affect the capacity to be good 

parents or their children’s healthy development.   

15. Same-sex couples are forming families with children whether or not they reside in 

states in which they are permitted to marry.  Children of lesbian and gay couples would benefit 

from the protections marriage affords to families and children if their parents had the option of 

marrying.   
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16. Thus, the assertion by the defendants in this case that Pennsylvania’s exclusion of 

same-sex couples from marriage promotes the well-being of children is simply wrong.   

II. The Factors That Determine Children’s And Adolescents’ Adjustment. 

17. Psychologists use the term “adjustment” to refer to psychological well-being.  

“Adjustment” refers to characteristics (including the absence of psychological or psychiatric 

symptoms and the absence of behavior problems) that allow children or adolescents to function 

well in their everyday life.  Well-adjusted youths have sufficient social skills to get along with 

others, to get along and comply with adults, to function well in school, and, when they grow up, 

to function effectively in the workplace and establish meaningful intimate relationships.  In 

contrast, maladjustment might be manifested by behavior problems, such as bullying and acting 

aggressively with others, or deficient social skills, which make it difficult for individuals to 

establish relationships with others and leave them socially isolated.   

18. Over the last 50 years, more than 1000 studies have examined the factors that 

predict healthy adjustment in children and adolescents.  As a result of this significant body of 

research, psychologists have reached consensus on the factors that predict healthy development 

and adjustment.  Among these are:  

a)   the quality of children’s or adolescents’ relationships with their parents or parent 

figures;  

b)   the quality of the relationships between the parents or significant adults in the youths’ 

lives; conflict between them is associated with maladjustment while harmonious 

relationships between the adults support healthy adjustment; 
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c)   the availability of adequate economic and social resources, with poverty and social 

isolation being associated with maladjustment, and adequate resources supporting healthy 

adjustment.   

19. The quality of parent-offspring relationships is determined by the degree to which 

parents offer love and affection, emotional commitment, reliability and consistency, as well as 

the extent to which the parents “read” their children or adolescents effectively and provide 

appropriate stimulation, guidance, and limit-setting.  The better the quality of parent-child 

relationships, the better the children’s or adolescents’ adjustment is likely to be, whether the 

parents have same- or different-sex orientations. 

20.  Not all differences among youths are differences in adjustment.  Many ways in 

which children or adolescents differ from each other are simply normal variations among people, 

and are unrelated to adjustment.  There clearly are endogenous differences in personality, 

temperament, or physiological function that affect individual responses to psychological 

challenges and thus affect adjustment both directly and indirectly, in interaction with 

(complementing, dampening, or exaggerating) the influence of the other factors I discuss in more 

detail.  For example, there has been considerable research on intelligence, but individual 

differences in intelligence are not viewed as markers of adjustment or maladjustment. Other 

normal variations can result from cultural differences (such as in assertiveness or individualism) 

or differences in personality (e.g., some children are extroverted while others are introverted).   

III. The Factors Predicting Healthy Adjustment Are The Same For Traditional 
and Nontraditional Families, And Children Or Adolescents In 
Nontraditional Families Are Just As Capable Of Healthy Adjustment As 
Those In Traditional Settings. 
 
21. In the social sciences, the term “traditional family” refers to the childrearing 

environment that social scientists formerly considered the norm – a middle-class family with a 
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bread-winning father and a stay-at-home mother, married to each other and raising their 

biological children.  “Nontraditional” family forms, by definition, involve any kind of variation 

from this pattern.  Thus, families with fathers who assume responsibility for childcare would 

qualify as nontraditional, as would families with employed mothers, with two employed parents, 

with one parent, with same-sex parents, or that rely on childcare centers instead of performing 

childcare exclusively within the home.  Nontraditional families constitute the vast majority of 

families in the United States today.   

22. Society’s early assumptions about the superiority of the traditional family form 

have been challenged by the results of empirical research.  Early in the Twentieth Century, it was 

widely believed that traditional family settings were necessary in order for children to adjust 

well.  This view derived directly from psychoanalytic thinking that was based on clinical 

observations, but not on empirical research.  As psychoanalysis yielded to more empirically-

based psychology over the early parts of the last century, it became clear that this notion was 

unsupported.  Research beginning in the late 1940’s and continuing until the present has tested 

many of the hypotheses that flowed from the assumption that children and adolescents need to be 

raised in traditional families in order to develop healthily.  Specifically, there have been over 50 

years of research into the effects on children or adolescents of having one parent, of divorce, and 

of maternal employment.  Intense interest in the effects of daycare began in the 1970’s, as did 

interest in highly involved fathers (stay-at-home fathers or families in which mothers and fathers 

share childcare responsibilities) and in same-sex parent families and households.   

23. This research has demonstrated that the correlates of children’s or adolescents’ 

adjustment listed above are important regardless of whether children and adolescents are raised 

in traditional family settings or in nontraditional families.  Children’s or adolescents’ adjustment 
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depends overwhelmingly upon the quality of the children’s or adolescents’ relationships with 

their parents, the quality of the relationships between the parents or significant adults in the 

youths’ lives, and the availability of sufficient economic and social resources.  Since the end of 

the 1980s, as a result, it has been well established that children and adolescents can adjust just as 

well in nontraditional settings as in traditional settings.   

24. Although family structure does not dictate children’s adjustment, some normal 

variations do characterize children and adolescents raised in nontraditional family settings.  For 

example, such children often have distinctive attitudes about sex-role norms.  Within the field, 

sex-role norms refer to the awareness of and beliefs in behavioral differences between boys and 

girls or men and women.  In nontraditional families, children may have more flexible sex-role 

standards.  This means, for example, that the children are more likely to think that both boys and 

girls can be astronauts or doctors, and that it is acceptable for both girls and boys to play with 

both trucks and dolls.  By contrast, children raised in traditional family settings tend to have 

more sex-stereotypical notions about appropriate gender roles.  Again, this variation with respect 

to sex-role norms is a normal variation, and has nothing to do with adjustment. 

A. Difficulties some children experience in single-parent families have nothing 
to do with parental gender.   

 
25. Numerous studies show that most of the children and adolescents who grow up in 

single-parent families are well adjusted.  However, there is a significant body of research on the 

impact of divorce and single-parent family life demonstrating that children and adolescents in 

single-parent families are more likely to have adjustment difficulties than children and 

adolescents in two-parent families.  Research shows that the reasons for this disparity are 

consistent with the predictors of adjustment generally.  The primary causes of increased risk of 

maladjustment among children or adolescents in single-parent families are the reduced resources 
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often available when there is just one parent, and the disruptive effects of and conflict associated 

with parental separation, which often precedes single-parent family life. 

26. Many children and adolescents of parents whose relationships dissolve lose one of 

their supportive parental relationships, and do not get the benefit of both psychological and 

financial support from their non-resident parents.  Additionally, many divorces expose children 

and adolescents to parental conflict both preceding and following the separation, and may also 

involve rejection by or separation from one of the parents and possible dislocations, such as 

moving to a new neighborhood and school.  Finally, families headed by single mothers, in 

particular, often suffer considerable degrees of financial hardship because of a combination of 

factors including the continuing disparity in pay received by men and by women, and because 

many women, whether or not they were once married, have taken time out from the workforce to 

raise children. 

B. Male and female parents can be equally competent; the gender of the parents 
does not affect children’s development. 

 
27. Fifty years ago, it was widely assumed that the absence of a male parent figure 

accounted for the problems in adjustment encountered by some children and adolescents in 

single-parent families.  However, extensive empirical research on nontraditional families has 

demonstrated that the presence or absence of a male parent is not important to adjustment; 

instead, it is the quality of the children’s experiences more broadly and, specifically the quality 

of the parent-child relationships, the quality of the relationship between the parents, and the 

adequacy of resources that explain the higher levels of maladjustment on the part of children and 

adolescents in one-parent families.  It is well-established that both men and women have the 

capacity to be good parents, and that having parents of both genders does not enhance 

adjustment. 
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28. Studies have shown that, at the time that parents first receive their children, 

whether by birth or adoption, men and women are equivalently competent (or incompetent) at 

parenting.  Most parenting skills are learned “on the job.”  Because women in this society on 

average spend more time on the job, they often become more skillful at it over time.  However, 

this disparity in parenting skills simply reflects women’s greater experience and greater 

opportunities to learn rather than a biologically given capacity.  When men actively care for their 

children, they become more skillful, too.  Nothing about a person’s sex determines the capacity 

to be a good parent. 

29. Many studies have pointed to average differences between the ways in which 

mothers and fathers interact with their children, but these differences are not significant to 

adjustment.  These studies suggest that, on average, men’s patterns of interaction with children 

are dominated by a more boisterous, playful, unpredictable interaction, while women’s patterns 

are more soothing, containing, and restrictive.  However, these differences do not apply across 

the board to all men or to all women, nor is it harmful when parents do not assume traditional 

gender roles with respect to interactive parenting styles.  

30. Moreover, the observed differences in parenting style appear to reflect, in large 

part, differences in the type of responsibility that the parent has within the home (i.e., differences 

between being the primary or secondary parent).  When fathers are the primary caregivers, for 

example, the style of interaction between fathers and children often becomes more like typical 

mother-child interaction.  Many children in all kinds of families (including those headed by 

different-sex couples) do not have parents who offer both of these parenting styles and this does 

not negatively affect them.   
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31. There is no empirical support for the notion that the presence of both male and 

female role models in the home enhances the adjustment of children and adolescents.  Society is 

replete with male and female role models for children and adolescents.   

IV. Research Specific To Parenting By Same-Sex Couples Demonstrates That The 
Children And Adolescents Of Same-Sex Parents Are Just As Well-Adjusted As 
Those With Different-Sex Parents. 
 
A. Based on a significant and well-respected body of research, the scientific 

community has reached consensus that parental sexual orientation does not 
affect adjustment. 

 
32. The body of research that has examined children’s and adolescents’ adjustment in 

the specific context of parenting by same-sex couples represents approximately 30 years of 

scholarship and includes more than 50 peer-reviewed empirical reports.  The earliest reports 

from studies of same-sex parents were published in the late 1970s, and research has continued to 

the present.  More than 100 articles about same-sex parents and/or their offspring have been 

published in respected academic journals or as chapters in books for use by other professionals.  

These present both qualitative research (relying primarily on interviews and discussions with 

either the youths or with the parents) and quantitative research.    

33. The results of these studies support and are consistent with the results of the 

broader body of research on socialization in both traditional and nontraditional families.  They 

demonstrate that the adjustment of children and adolescents of same-sex parents is determined 

by the quality of the youths’ relationships with the parents, the quality of the relationship 

between the parents, and the resources available to the families. 

34. The results of these studies further demonstrate that adjustment is not affected by 

the gender or sexual orientation of the parent(s).  Research comparing the adjustment of children 

and adolescents of same-sex parents with the children and adolescents of different-sex parents 
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consistently shows that the children or adolescents in both groups are equivalently adjusted.  The 

children and adolescents of same-sex parents are as emotionally healthy, and as educationally 

and socially successful, as children and adolescents raised by different-sex parents.  The social 

science literature overwhelmingly rejects the notion that there is an optimal gender mix of 

parents or that children and adolescents with same-sex parents suffer any developmental 

disadvantages compared with those with two different-sex parents. 

35. There is consensus within the scientific community that parental sexual 

orientation has no effect on children’s and adolescents’ adjustment.  The leading professional 

organizations representing mental health and child welfare professionals have issued statements 

confirming that same-sex parents are as effective as different-sex parents in raising well-adjusted 

children and adolescents and should not face discrimination.  These organizations include the 

American Academy of Pediatrics, the American Academy of Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, 

the American Psychiatric Association, the American Psychological Association, the American 

Psychoanalytic Association, the National Association of Social Workers, the Child Welfare 

League of America, the North American Council on Adoptable Children, and the American 

Academy of Family Physicians.1 

                                                 
1  Those opposed to parenting by same-sex couples sometimes refer to a group called the 

American College of Pediatricians, which takes a contrary view.  This group should not be 
confused with the American Academy of Pediatrics, which is the well-established professional 
organization of pediatricians in the United States.  According to the American College of 
Pediatricians’ website, the group was formed in 2002, and “[o]f particular importance to the 
founders were (as it is today) the sanctity of human life from conception to natural death and the 
importance of the fundamental mother-father family (female-male) unit in the rearing of 
children.”  http://www.acpeds.org/about-us/about-the-college.  The group promotes fringe, 
unsupported views about sexual orientation, including that “[f]or unwanted sexual attractions, 
therapy to restore heterosexual attraction has proven effective and harmless.”  See American 
College of Pediatricians’ publication “Facts About Youth”, available at 
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36. Advocacy organizations opposed to marriage for same-sex couples sometimes 

claim that a study by Mark Regnerus2 shows that children raised by same-sex parents fare worse 

than children raised by different-sex parents.  But this study allows for no such conclusion 

because it did not actually assess individuals raised by same-sex parents.  The majority of the 

respondents in the study’s so-called “lesbian mother” and “gay father” groups were the product 

of failed heterosexual unions whose parents had same-sex relationships at some point.3  Most of 

the children spent very little – if any – time living in households headed by same-sex couples.4  

Moreover, most of Regnerus’s “gay father” and “lesbian mother” participants were in families 

that went through divorces and transitions to single-parent or step-family life, which, as I have 

discussed above, are known correlates of poorer child outcomes.  In contrast, Regnerus excluded 

from his comparison group all the heterosexual parent families that went through divorce, 

including only those that remained intact throughout the respondents’ childhoods.  Thus, the 

piece merely documented the well-established fact that children tend to do better in stable, intact 

families than they do after experiencing their parents’ divorce.  Regnerus himself recognized that 

“[c]hild outcomes in stable, ‘planned’ [gay, lesbian or bisexual] families and those that are the 

                                                                                                                                                             
http://factsaboutyouth.com/getthefacts/quickfacts.  All of the leading professional groups have, 
by contrast, criticized such therapies and have drawn attention to their ineffectiveness. 

2  Mark Regnerus, How different are the adult children of parents who have same-sex 
relationships?  Findings from the New Family Structures Study, Social Science Research 41 
(2012) 752-770. 

3  Individuals were deemed to have “gay fathers” or “lesbian mothers” if they 
affirmatively answered the following question: “From when you were born until age 18 (or until 
you left home to be on your own), did either of your parents ever have a romantic relationship 
with someone of the same sex?”  

4  Just over half of the respondents in the “lesbian mother” group lived with their mothers 
and their partners for at least 4 months; under a quarter did so for more than 3 years.  For the 
“gay father” group, under a quarter lived with their fathers and their same-sex partners for at 
least 4 months; under 2% did so for more than 3 years.   
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product of previous heterosexual unions are quite likely distinctive, as previous studies’ 

conclusions would suggest.”5  Simply put, Regnerus did not study the adjustment of children 

raised by same-sex parents at all, and this study does not tell us anything about children who 

grow up in families with same-sex parents.6  The same is true of a recent study by an economist 

called Douglas W. Allen.7  The study purported to show lower high school graduation rates for 

Canadian adolescents and young adults raised by same-sex parents rather than married 

heterosexual parents.   However, because the Canadian Census only provided information about 

the children’s residence for the five years before the survey, we do not know about the kinds of 

families in which the children lived during most of their childhoods.  This is important because 

problems that predict dropping out tend to emerge well before high school.  And because 

planned same-sex parent families were uncommon when these children were born (the 1980’s), it 

is very likely that many of the children in the gay and lesbian parent groups were the product of 

prior heterosexual relationships that subsequently broke up and, thus, spent some portion of their 

childhood in different types of families.  Moreover, because no data about prior family 

dissolutions were obtained, Allen was unable to account for the impact of family dissolution, 

which (as noted above) is frequently associated with maladjustment in children and adolescents. 

                                                 

   5  Id., at 765.   

6  Moreover, Regnerus’ study has been discredited by an internal audit conducted by the 
journal that published it.  See Darren E. Sherkat, The Editorial Process and Politicized 
Scholarship:  Monday Morning Editorial Quarterbacking and a Call for Scientific Vigilance, 
Social Science Research 41 (2012) 1346–1349.  The auditor concluded that the paper has 
“serious flaws and distortions” and should not have been published.  Id. at 1347, 1349. 

7  Douglas W. Allen, High school graduation rates among children of same-sex 
households, Rev. Econ. Household (2013) 11:635-658.  
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For these reasons, no conclusions can be drawn from this study about the effects of being raised 

by same-sex couples.   

B. Studies identifying differences in the children or adolescents of same-sex 
parents have identified only normal variations, and not differences in 
adjustment. 

 
37. Like children and adolescents in other nontraditional families, children and 

adolescents with same-sex parents have sometimes been found to have less sex-stereotyped 

beliefs, and to be more open in their views of societal norms and standards about appropriate 

behavior for males and females.  For example, some studies of young children suggest that girls 

raised by lesbian mothers may be more likely than girls raised by heterosexual mothers to play 

with both dolls and trucks, and to think that being an astronaut or being a doctor are appropriate 

aspirations for girls as well as boys.  Although there was a time when some developmental 

psychologists believed that conformance to sex-based stereotypes was a component of healthy 

adjustment, this view has been discredited and abandoned.  The observed differences in sex-

stereotyped beliefs and behavior between children of lesbian and heterosexual parents are not 

differences in adjustment.  Children and adolescents raised by same-sex parents do not differ 

from those raised by different-sex parents with respect to how they identify their sexual 

orientation later in life.  Neither do they differ with respect to gender identity. 

C. The methodology used in the research examining same-sex parenting meets 
the rigorous standards accepted in the field. 

 
38. Social scientists use and value diverse methodologies, research designs, and types 

of data that vary depending on the discipline involved, the specific area of research, the questions 

being raised, and the theories being applied and evaluated.  Developmental psychologists (and 

psychologists more generally) tend to emphasize intensive examination of relatively small 

numbers of individuals, often studied in the context of social relationships and influences. For 
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example, most studies documenting that children are more likely to form secure attachments 

when their parents are sensitively responsive involve samples that are small and selective, yet the 

findings are recognized as conclusive.  Developmental psychologists use research methods based 

on statistically representative national samples much less often than demographers and 

quantitative sociologists.  Such large-scale survey research methods are often too blunt to 

address adequately the complex and nuanced questions that generally are at issue when scholars 

attempt to assess and compare the course of child development in different circumstances.  It is 

common for researchers to use what are often referred to as “convenience” samples, and to 

explore those samples intensively, rather than to study large samples more superficially.  

39. The major studies of same-sex parent families employ a range of methodologies, 

including both intensive examination of small convenience samples and large-scale 

representative surveys. These studies meet the standards for research in the field of 

developmental psychology and psychology generally.  The studies specific to same-sex parenting 

from which I draw my conclusions were published in leading journals in the field of child and 

adolescent development, such as Child Development, Developmental Psychology and The 

Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry.  The journals Child Development, published by the 

Society for Research in Child Development, Developmental Psychology, published by the 

American Psychological Association, and The Journal of Child Psychology and Psychiatry are 

the flagship peer-reviewed journals in the field of child development.  Most of the studies on 

which I rely appeared in these (or similar) rigorously peer-reviewed and highly selective 

journals, whose standards represent expert consensus on generally accepted social scientific 

standards for research on child and adolescent development.  Prior to publication in these 

journals, these studies were required to go through a rigorous peer-review process, and as a 
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result, they constitute the type of research that members of the respective professions consider 

reliable.  The body of research on same-sex families is consistent with standards in the relevant 

fields and produces reliable conclusions.8 

V. Data Concerning Single-Parent Families Does Not Support Conclusions About The 
Impact Of Parental Gender Or Sexual Orientation On Children’s Development. 
  
40. Advocacy groups opposed to parenting by same-sex couples sometimes point to 

research showing that children and adolescents in single-parent families are at greater risk of 

maladjustment than those raised by two parents to support the view that youths need both 

mothers and fathers, and therefore that heterosexual couples make the best parents.  This 

mischaracterizes the research into single-parent families, which typically does not explore the 

effects of parental sexual orientation or gender. 

41. Studies on the impact of single-parent family life generally compare single-parent 

and married-couple heterosexual parents; I am aware of no such study that includes same-sex 

couples.  Consequently, it is inappropriate to attribute the differences resulting from the number 

of parents (and the disruption, exposure to conflict and lack of resources often associated with 

single-parent family life) to parental gender or sexual orientation, or to draw conclusions about 

the children of same-sex parents from these studies.  The relevant studies do suggest, however, 

that, all other things being equal, children and adolescents tend to do better with two parents than 

                                                 
8  Advocacy organizations opposed to marriage for same-sex couples sometimes cite an 

article by sociologist Loren Marks to argue that the body of literature on children of same-sex 
parents is flawed.  The article, entitled Same-Sex Parenting and Children’s Outcomes:  A Closer 
Examination of the American Psychological Association’s Brief on Lesbian and Gay Parenting, 
is a review of the literature that mischaracterizes the extensive research about same-sex parents 
published before 2005, and curiously, although published in 2012, ignores entirely the many 
informative studies published since 2005.   
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one, and therefore, that children and adolescents with same-sex parents, like their peers, likely 

would benefit if their parents could choose to marry and solidify their family ties. 

VI. Opposition To Marriage For Same-Sex Couples Based On The Purported 
Superiority Of Biological Parenthood Is Not Supported By Research. 

 
42. Advocacy organizations opposed to marriage for same-sex couples sometimes 

argue that gay and lesbian couples should not be permitted to marry because, they claim, 

children do best in families with two biological parents and, by implication, that having same-sex 

parents is bad for children.   

43. However, the practice of forming families in which the children are not 

biologically related to one or both parents is hardly unique to same-sex couples.  Many 

heterosexual couples become parents through adoption or the use of assisted reproduction 

involving donor sperm or ova.  Indeed, most couples using donor sperm are heterosexual 

couples.  

44. In any case, there is no basis for the asserted superiority of biological parenthood. 

Children adopted early in life (as opposed to children who were adopted later, often after 

difficult early life experiences) have outcomes similar to those of children raised by their 

biological parents.  And children conceived through the use of donor sperm or ova (whether to 

different-sex or same-sex parents) fare no differently than children raised by two biological 

parents.  In addition, a substantial body of research on parents who have chosen to raise 

biologically unrelated children shows that such parents are at least as competent as parents 

raising their biological children; indeed, many studies show that these parents are more 

competent or committed in some respects. 

45. While some studies show that children do better when raised by both of their  

parents than when raised by one parent and the parent’s new partner (i.e., step-parent), these 
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differences are not due to biological relatedness.  They are due to the fact that children in step-

families have experienced family disruption and typically also the conflict and loss of a parental 

relationship, which, as discussed above, all put children at higher risk for adverse outcomes.  The 

studies comparing two parent families to step-parent families have not examined children being 

raised by same-sex couples who jointly planned to bring children into their families either by 

birth or adoption, and jointly raise the children.  One would not expect the difficulties 

experienced by children in step-families to appear in same-sex parent families rearing children in 

intact families.  As explained above, the research comparing children with same-sex and 

different-sex parents shows no differences in outcome. 

46. Studies examining the impact of step-family life sometimes use the term 

“biological parents” as shorthand to distinguish between parents (whether biologically related to 

the child or not) and step-parents.  Unfortunately, advocacy groups opposed to marriage for 

same-sex couples sometimes erroneously cite these studies when claiming that biological 

parenthood best promotes children’s well-being even though these studies offer no support for 

this proposition.9 

                                                 

9  In fact, the authors of one such study commonly relied on in litigation by opponents of 
marriage for same-sex couples have publicly disclaimed the mischaracterization of their study.  
See Kristen Anderson Moore, et al., Marriage from a Child’s Perspective:  How Does Family 
Structure Affect Children, and What Can We Do About It, Child Trends Research Br. (June 
2002), introductory note (“no conclusions can be drawn from this research about the wellbeing 
of children raised by same-sex parents or adoptive parents.”). 
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VII. Excluding Same-Sex Couples From Marriage Does Not Prevent Them From 
Forming Families with Children. And The Children In These Families Would 
Benefit If Their Parents Were Permitted To Marry Or Have Their Marriages 
Recognized. 
 
47. Lesbian and gay couples are forming families with children.  Census data show 

that families with children headed by same-sex couples are living in every state, including states 

in which they cannot marry.   The 2010 Census reports over 3500 such families in Pennsylvania.   

48. Marriage can yield important benefits for children and families, including state 

and federal legal protections, economic resources, family stability, and social legitimacy.  These 

benefits are equally advantageous for children and adolescents in families headed by same-sex 

and different-sex couples.  Allowing same-sex couples to have equal access to those benefits 

afforded through marriage is in the best interests of the children in these families. 

49. Opponents of same-sex marriage have sought to demonstrate poorer outcomes for 

children of same-sex couples in order to argue that same-sex couples should be denied the 

opportunity to marry.  This is perplexing because demographic groups in which child outcomes 

are, on average, known to be poorer are not excluded from marrying.   For example, studies 

consistently show that, on average, children in low-income families have significantly poorer 

outcomes than children in higher income families; children of parents who are less educated fare 

worse than children whose parents went to college; and children in some racial and ethnic groups 

have poorer outcomes than their peers.  Not only are adults in these groups permitted to marry, 

but because marriage offers families important resources and support, significant efforts have 

been made to encourage marriage in these groups in order to help ameliorate the disparities.  

Thus, even if children in same-sex parent families had poorer outcomes on average (which, as 

discussed above, they do not), that would be a reason to encourage—not bar—marriage by same-

sex couples.  
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Lamb, M. E., Malkin, C. M., & Gaensbauer, T. J.  Effects of child abuse on the security of 
infant-mother attachment.  Paper presented to the Denver Psychobiology Research Group 
Retreat, Estes Park, CO, June 1982. 



 

Thompson, R. A., & Lamb, M. E.  Continuity and change in socioemotional development in the 
second year.  Paper presented to the Denver Psychobiology Research Group Retreat, 
Estes Park, CO, June 1982. 

Lamb, M. E.,  Sagi, A.,  Lewkowicz, K.,  Shoham, R.,  & Estes, D.  The effects of kibbutz- 
rearing on the security of infant-mother, -father, and -metapelet attachments in 
kibbutz-reared infants.  Paper presented to the Second International Conference on 
Kibbutz Studies, New York, June 1982. 

Elster, A. B., & Lamb, M. E.  Teenaged fathers and child development. Presentation to the Social 
Science Research Council Study Group on School-aged Parenthood, Baltimore, June 
1982. 

Thompson, R. A., & Lamb, M. E.  Temperamental influences on stranger sociability and the 
security of attachment.  Paper presented to the American Psychological Association, 
Washington, DC, August 1982. 

Thompson, R. A., & Lamb, M. E.  Security of attachment and stranger sociability in infancy. 
Paper presented to the American Psychological Association, Washington, DC, August 
1982. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing role of fathers:  Impact on families and children.  Invited address to a 
Special Institute on Family Changes that Affect Children, Kent State University, Kent, 
OH, September 1982. 

Lamb, M. E.  Mothers, fathers, and children in the 1980’s.  Address to a Conference on 
Childcare arrangements in the 1980s, Ministry of Social Affairs, Singapore, January 
1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Effective parenting:  Some cautions and some prescriptions. Public lecture 
organized by the Ministry of Social Affairs, Singapore, February 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Parental influences on child development.  Public lecture organized by the 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Singapore, February 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Workshop on Attachment and bonding:  Conceptual and assessment issues. Child 
Psychiatric Clinic, Singapore, February 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Consultant to workshop on The development of parent education programs. 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Singapore, February 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Consultant to workshop on The longitudinal study on the effects of childcare 
arrangements on child development.  Ministry of Social Affairs, Singapore, February 
1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Mothers, fathers, and childcare in a changing world.  Invited Plenary Address to 
the Second World Congress on Infant Psychiatry, Cannes (France), March/April 1983. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  (Chair) Symposium on “The origins of nurturance” at the biennial convention of 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Detroit, April 1983. 

Adams, G. R., Hetherington, E. M., Lamb, M. E., & Parish, T. S.  Divorce and changing familial 
configurations:  What effects might they have on children and how can they be 
ameliorated?  Discussion session at the biennial convention of the Society for Research in 
Child Development, Detroit, April 1983. 

Malkin, C. M., Lamb, M. E., & Burke, M.  The development of social expectations in 
distress-relief contexts.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Detroit, April 1983. 

Zarbatany, L.,  & Lamb, M. E.  Social referencing as a function of information source: Mothers 
versus strangers.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Detroit, April 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Changing patterns of childcare:  Effects on children and families.  Invited address 
to the Rocky Mountain Psychological Association, Snowbird (UT), April 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Invited participant in Social Science Research Council Conference on Parenting 
across the lifespan, Belmont Conference Center, Belmont, MD, May 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  The role of the father in child development.  Invited address to The Fatherhood 
Forum, New York City, June 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Assessing the quality of infant-parent relationships: Paper presented to the 
International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, Munich (West Germany), 
July/August 1983. 

Sagi, A., Lamb, M. E., Shoham, R., Lewkowicz, K., & Dvir, R.  Development of parent- infant 
interaction in Israeli kibbutzim.  Paper presented to the International Society for the 
Study of Behavioral Development, Munich (West Germany), August 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Bonding: Critical time or critical process?  Invited presentation to the Utah 
Perinatal Association, Park City, September 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Parents and children in a changing world.  Invited plenary address to a joint 
meeting of the American Academy of Pediatrics and the American Academy of Child 
Psychiatry, San Francisco, October 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Workshop on Parent-child relationships:  Key issues for Pediatricians. American 
Academy of Pediatrics, San Francisco, October 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Assessing the security of attachment using the Strange Situation:  Approaches, 
problems and prospects.  Workshop presentation to the American Academy of Child 
Psychiatry, San Francisco, October 1983. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  The role of the father in child development.  Invited presentation to the Select 
Committee on Families and Children, US House of Representatives, November 1983. 

Lamb, M. E., Pleck, J. H., & Charnov, E. L.  Paternal behavior in humans.  Paper presented to 
the American Society for Zoologists and the Animal Behavior Society, Philadelphia, 
December 1983. 

Lamb, M. E.  Fathers and children.  Workshops offered to staff of the Arizona Department of 
Economic Security in Phoenix and Tucson, January 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  Helping parents and children grow together.  Invited presentation to the 
Intermountain Pediatric Society, Salt Lake City, February 1984. 

Hwang, C.-P., Broberg, A., Frodi, M., & Lamb, M. E. Relationships between quality of childcare 
and quality of peer play in Swedish infants.  Presentation to the International Conference 
on Infant Studies, New York City, April 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.,  & Sagi, A.  Fathering in the 1980’s and beyond.  Invited address to a Conference 
on The Father/Family Connection:  Theory, Research, and Implications for Policy, 
Practice, and Life, University of Utah School of Social Work, Salt Lake City, April 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The role of the father in child development.  Workshop presentation to Pediatric 
Associates of Atlanta, Atlanta, GA, May 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  Invited participant in Social Science Research Council Conference on Child abuse 
and neglect:  Biosocial perspectives, Boston, MA, May 1984. 

Elster, A. B., & Lamb, M. E.  (Co-organizers)  Study group on Adolescent Fatherhood, funded 
by the Society for Research in Child Development, Heber (Utah), May 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The role of the father in child development:  An overview.  Presentation to the 
Study group on Adolescent Fatherhood, Heber (UT), May 1984. 

Elster, A. B., & Lamb, M. E.  Adolescent mother-infant-father relationships.  Paper presented to 
the Society for Pediatric Research, San Francisco, May 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The father-child relationship in a changing world.  Invited address to the Chicago 
area Fatherhood Forum, Chicago, June 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  Fatherhood and institutional policy.  Workshop at the Chicago area Fatherhood 
Forum, Chicago, June 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The role of the father in child development.  Invited presentation to the conference, 
Advances in Child Development for Parent Educators, Dominican College, San Rafael, 
CA, July 1984. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  Changing patterns of childcare:  Effects on children and families.  Invited 
presentation to a conference on The Child in Social Context, University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg (Canada), October 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The father-child relationship.  Invited workshops at the Arizona Psychological 
Association Convention, Flagstaff, AZ, October 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing role of fathers.  Keynote address, Ninth Annual Regional 
Intervention Program Conference, Nashville, TN, October 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  Child care in a changing world. Keynote address to a conference on Diversity in 
Family Style:  Effects on children, Buffalo, October 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  Changing patterns of child care and its effects on families and children. Nebraska 
Wesleyan University Forum, Lincoln, NE, November 1984. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing role of fathers.  Carol Shigetomi Memorial Lecture, University of 
Oregon Health Sciences Center, Portland, OR, January 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing roles of fathers.  Invited presentation to a conference on The Future 
of Parenting, University of California, Chico, CA, February 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  Single fathers and their children.  Invited presentation to the Child Psychology 
Forum, Goteborg (Sweden), February 1985. 

Sagi, A., & Lamb, M. E.  Relationships between Strange Situation behaviors and stranger 
sociability among infants on Israeli kibbutzim.  Paper presented to the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Toronto, April 1985. 

Hwang, C.-P., Lamb, M. E., Broberg, A., Frodi, A., & Hult, G.  Effects of early father 
participation on later paternal involvement and responsibility.  Paper presented to the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Toronto , April 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  Adolescent fatherhood.  Invited presentation at the biennial meeting of the Society 
for Research in Child Development, Toronto, April 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  Fatherhood and father-child relationships in a changing world.  Keynote address, 
Fourth Interdisciplinary Symposium on Human Development, “The Father in Human 
Development”, University of California-Davis, May 1985. 

Lamb, M. E., Teti, D. M., Lewkowicz, K. S., & Malkin, C. M.  Child maltreatment and the child 
welfare system.  Presentation to Study Group:  “Rethinking Child Welfare: International 
Perspectives”, Minneapolis, June 1985. 

Elster, A. B., Lamb, M. E., & Ralston, C.  Evaluation of a comprehensive adolescent pregnancy 
program.  Presentation to meeting of Program and Evaluation Directors, Office of 
Adolescent Pregnancy Programs, Washington, DC, June 1985. 



 

Lewkowicz, K. S., & Lamb, M. E.  Naive Israelis’ evaluations of Strange Situation behavior. 
Paper presented to the International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, 
Tours (France), July 1985. 

Sagi, A. & Lamb, M. E.  Is there a congruence between Strange Situation assessments made by 
trained vs. naive observers:  A test of external validity.  Paper presented to the 
International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, Tours (France), July 
1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  The emergence of a new American father.  Keynote address to the Seattle area 
Fatherhood Forum, Seattle, WA, September 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  Adolescent fatherhood.  Invited presentation to the Convention of The American 
Academy of Child Psychiatry, San Antonio, TX, October 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  The long term effects of beneficial or adverse early life experiences.  Invited 
address to the Fifth ASEAN Forum on Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Singapore, 
November 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  Psychosocial aspects of adolescent fatherhood.  Invited address to the Fifth 
ASEAN Forum on Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, Singapore, November 1985. 

Lamb, M. E.  The ecology of adolescent parenthood.  Invited presentation to a symposium on 
“Ecological approaches to the study of children and families,” University of Victoria, 
Vancouver,  March 1986. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing roles of fathers.  Lansdowne Memorial Lecture, University of 
Victoria, Vancouver, March 1986. 

Teti, D. M., Lamb, M. E., & Elster, A. B.  Long-range educational, financial, and marital 
consequences of teen marriage in three cohorts of adult males.  Paper presented to the 
Society for Research in Adolescence, Madison, WI, March 1986. 

Lamb, M. E.  Family relations:  The changing roles of fathers.  Keynote address to the Tulsa 
Coalition for Parenting Education Annual Spring Event, Tulsa, OK, April 1986. 

Teti, D. M., & Lamb, M. E.  Attachment and caregiving between infants and older siblings. 
Paper presented to the International Conference on Infant Studies, Los Angeles, April 
1986. 

Malkin, C. M., Lamb, M. E., & Gaensbauer, T.  Mother-child interaction: Correlates of 
maltreatment.  Paper presented to the International Conference on Infant Studies, Los 
Angeles, April 1986. 

Lamb, M. E.  Invited participant, Symposium on Young Unwed Fatherhood, Catholic University, 
Washington, D.C., October 1986. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  The formative role of mother-infant interaction.  Invited presentation to the 
International Conference on Infant Studies, Los Angeles, April 1986. 

Oppenheim, D., Sagi, A., & Lamb, M. E.  Classifications of infant-adult attachment on Israeli 
kibbutzim in the first year of life and their relation to socio-emotional development four 
years later.  Paper presented to the International Conference on Infant Studies, Los 
Angeles, April 1986. 

Lamb, M. E.  The determinants of social competence.  Invited presentation to the International 
Conference on “The Family in Lifespan Perspective,” Berlin, December 1986. 

Elster, A. B., Lamb, M. E., Tavare, J., & Ralston, C. W.  The effect of intervention on the health, 
psychosocial, and parenting outcomes of adolescent mothers and their infants at one year.  
Paper presented to the Society for Adolescent Medicine, Seattle, WA, March 1987. 

Elster, A. B., Lamb, M. E., Tavare, J., & Ralston, C. W.  The effect of intervention on the public 
costs associated with adolescent parenthood.  Paper presented to the Society for 
Adolescent Medicine, Seattle, WA, March 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Contemporary fatherhood.  Invited presentation to the Annual Parenting 
Symposium, Los Angeles, March 1987. 

Lamb, M. E., Hwang, C.-P., Bookstein, F. L., & Broberg, A.  Determinants of social competence 
in Swedish preschoolers.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Baltimore, MD,  April 1987. 

Nash, A., & Lamb, M. E.  Becoming acquainted with unfamiliar adults and peers in infancy. 
Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child Development, Baltimore, MD, April 
1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing roles of fathers.  Keynote address, American Family Therapy 
Association, Chicago, June 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Invited participant, Workshop on Biobehavioral concepts in development, 
Bethesda, MD, June/July 1987. 

Lamb, M. E. & Hwang, C.-P.  Co-organizers:  Symposium on Day care and its effects on 
families and children.  International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, 
Tokyo, July 1987. 

Hwang, C.-P., Lamb, M. E., & Broberg, A.  Day care in Sweden.  Paper presented to the 
International Society for the study of Behavioral Development, Tokyo, July 1987. 

Teti, D. M., & Lamb, M. E.  Socioemotional/marital outcomes associated with adolescent 
marriage, childbirth, or both.  Paper presented to the American Psychological 
Association, New York City, August 1987. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  Home and out-of-home influences on the development of social, personality and 
intellectual competence in Swedish preschoolers.  Opening address to the Developmental 
Section, British Psychological Association, York (England), September 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Discussant at Society for Research in Child Development Study Group on “The 
history of child development.”  Belmont Conference Center, Belmont, MD, October 
1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Invited participant in workshop on The effects of day care. National Center for 
Clinical Infant programs/National Academy of Science, Washington, DC, October 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Child care and the development of social and intellectual competence.  Invited 
address to the Symposium on the Future of Child Care in the United States, University of 
Virginia, Charlottesville, VA, November 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing role of fathers.  Invited presentation at Center for Early Education 
and Development Symposium, Omaha, NE, November 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Social policy and father involvement.  Invited address to Center for Early 
Education and Development Symposium, Omaha NE, November 1987. 

Lamb, M. E.  Policy implications of Child Care Research.  Panelist, National Research Council, 
Washington, DC, February 1988. 

Lamb, M. E.  Quality of day care in Sweden and its effects on child development.  Paper 
presented to the International Child and Youth Care Conference, Washington, DC, March 
1988. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Some thoughts about infant daycare. Paper presented to the 
American Orthopsychiatric Association, San Francisco, March 1988. 

Ralston, C. W., Elster, A. B., Lamb, M. E. & Dodd, D. H.  Behavior patterns in infants of teen 
mothers.  Western Society for Pediatric Research, Carmel, CA, March 1988. 

Hwang, C.-P., Broberg, A., & Lamb, M. E.  Effects of setting on social competence with peers 
among Swedish children receiving out-of-home care.  Paper presented to the International 
Conference on Infant Studies, Washington, DC, April 1988. 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing faces of fatherhood.  Invited presentation to the Symposium on 
Effective Parenting, Syracuse University, Syracuse, NY, June 1988. 

Lamb, M. E.  Fathers, mothers, and child care.  NICHD Child Health Day Symposium, 
Washington, D.C., October 1988. 

Lamb, M. E.  Quality variations in family and center day care.  National Conference on Early 
Childhood Issues, Washington, DC, November 1988. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing roles of fathers.  Jing Lyman Lecture Series, Stanford University, 
Palo Alto, CA, February 1989. 

Lamb, M. E.  High quality childcare inside and outside the family.  Keynote address, Durham 
Day Care Council, Durham, NC, March 1989. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  The effects of out-of-home care on the development of Swedish 
preschoolers.  Invited Workshop, Durham Day Care Council, Durham, NC, March 1989. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Day care and parent-child attachment.  Invited Workshop, 
Durham Day Care Council, Durham, NC, March 1989. 

Lamb, M. E.  Out-of-home care and child development.  D. O. Hebb Lecture, McGill University, 
Montreal (Canada), April 1989. 

Lamb, M. E.  The interface between cognition and emotion in early childhood.  Keynote address 
to a conference on Emotion, Cognition, and Behavior, Greensboro, NC, April 1989. 

Elster, A. B., Ketterlinus, R. D., & Lamb, M. E.  The association between parental status and 
problem behavior among female adolescents.  Paper presented to the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Kansas City, MO, April 1989. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Broberg, A., Hwang, C.-P., & Prodromidis, M.  Out-of- home 
care history and compliance in Swedish preschoolers.  Paper presented to the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Kansas City, MO, April 1989. 

Nakagawa, M., Lamb, M. E., & Miyake, K.  The validity of the Strange Situation with Japanese 
infants: Antecedents and correlates.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Kansas City, MO, April 1989. 

Lamb, M. E.,  Sternberg, K. J.,  &  Knuth, N.  Quality of family daycare and the development of 
peer social skills.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Kansas City, MO, April 1989. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  The development of attachment relationships.  Training 
Seminar, Jerusalem Municipality—Department of Community and Family Services, 
Jerusalem (Israel), June 1989. 

Broberg, A., Hwang, P., & Lamb, M. E.  Sociability, play and out-of-home care experiences.  
Paper presented to the International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, 
Jyvaskyla (Finland), July 1989. 

Hwang, C-P, Broberg, A., & Lamb, M. E.  The Gothenburg child care project.  Paper presented 
to the International Society for the Study of Behavioral Development, Jyvaskyla 
(Finland), July 1989. 



 

Lamb, M. E. & Sternberg, K. J.  (Co-organizers)  Invitational  conference on Nonparental 
Childcare in Historical and Cultural Perspective, Coolfont Conference Center, Berkely 
Springs, W VA, August 1989. 

Lamb, M.E.  The changing roles of fathers.  Gender Studies Lecture Series, University of Notre 
Dame, South Bend, IN, November 1989. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Dawud, S., Lorey, F., Greenbaum, C., Krispin, O., Lowen, L., 
Sandler, L., Limor, D., & Musseri, S.  The effects of domestic violence on children’s 
perceptions of their parents.  Paper presented to the National Council on Family 
Relations, New Orleans, LA, November 1989. 

Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Hwang, C.-P., Broberg, A., Prodromidis, M., Ketterlinus, R., & 
Bookstein, F. L.  Families, day care, and the emergence of compliance in Swedish 
preschoolers.  Paper presented to the National Council on Family Relations, New 
Orleans, LA, November 1989. 

Lamb, M. E.  Discussant:  Symposium on “The father-child relationship: Anthropological 
perspectives.”  Symposium presented to the American Anthropological Association, 
Washington, DC, November 1989. 

Fracasso, M. P., Kimmerly, N., Nakagawa, M. & Lamb, M. E.  Cultural and biological 
influences on infant behavior in the Strange Situation.  Paper presented to the 
Southeastern Conference on Human Development, Richmond, VA, March 1990. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Prodromidis, M., & Ketterlinus, R. D.  Effects of nonparental care 
on children’s development.  Paper presented to the Southeastern Conference on Human 
Development, Richmond, VA, March 1990. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., Lamb, M. E., Henderson, S. H., Das, R. , & Nitz, K.  The adolescent 
parenthood project:  Findings and future directions.  Paper presented to the Southeastern 
Conference on Human Development, Richmond, VA, March 1990. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Dawud, S., Sandler, L., Krispin, O., & Cortez, R. M.  The effects 
of domestic violence on children’s development in Israel.  Paper presented to the 
Southeastern Conference on Human Development, Richmond, VA, March 1990. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., Henderson, S. H., & Lamb, M. E.  The relative effects of young maternal age, 
intelligence, and sociodemographics on children’s math and reading achievement.  Paper 
presented to the Society for Research on Adolescence, Atlanta, GA, March 1990. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., Das, R., Lamb, M. E., & Elster, A. B.  The association between problem 
behaviors and sexual behavior in a national sample of adolescent males and females. 
Paper presented to the Society for Research in Adolescence, Atlanta, GA, March 1990. 

Lamb, M. E.  Risk factors and the future of families.  Keynote address to the Association of 
Oregon Community Mental Health Program Directors, Salishan, OR, April 1990. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  The changing roles of fathers.  Invited address to the Association of Oregon 
Community Mental Health Program Directors, Salishan, OR, April 1990. 

Lamb, M. E.  The effects of daycare on child development.  Invited speaker, Early Education and 
Child Development Interest Group, American Educational Research Association, Boston, 
April 1990. 

Rosenberg, A., Haynie, D., Scaramella, L., Lamb, M. E. Porges, S., & Fracasso, M. Individual 
differences in physical and affective functioning in infancy.  Paper presented to the 
International Conference on Infant Studies, Montreal (Canada), April 1990. 

Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., & Prodromidis, M.  On the association between daycare and 
attachment.  Paper presented to the International Conference on Infant Studies, Montreal 
(Canada), April 1990. 

Lamb, M. E. & Lancaster, J. B. (Co-organizers)  Invitational conference on Birth Management: 
Cross-cultural and Historical Perspectives.  Coolfont Conference Center, Berkely 
Springs, W VA, May 1990. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Hwang, C.-P., & Broberg, A.  Long-term effects of contrasting 
early childcare arrangements:  The Goteborg childcare project.  Paper presented to the 
International Symposium on Child Care in the Early Years, Lausanne (Switzerland), 
September 1990. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., Henderson, S. H., & Lamb, M. E.  Non-parental care in the first three years of 
life and its association with academic achievement and behavior problems in later 
childhood:  Evidence from a national (US) sample.  Paper presented to the International 
Symposium on Childcare in the Early Years, Lausanne (Switzerland), September 1990. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Nonparental childcare:  Cross cultural issues and perspectives.  
Paper presented to the International Symposium on Childcare in the Early Years, 
Lausanne (Switzerland), September 1990. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E. & Prodromidis, M.  Association between nonparental care and the 
security of infant-mother attachment.  Paper presented to the International Symposium on 
Childcare in the Early Years, Lausanne (Switzerland), September 1990. 

Lamb, M.E.  Overview and future prospects.  Closing address to the International Symposium on 
Childcare in the Early Years, Lausanne (Switzerland), September 1990. 

Lamb, M. E.  Interviewing young victims of sexual maltreatment: An introduction., Division of 
Youth Investigation, Israeli Ministry of Labour and Social Affairs, Jerusalem, Israel, 
December 1990. 

Lamb, M. E.  Evaluating the effectiveness of intensive home-based intervention relative to foster 
care.  Paper presented to an invitational conference on The Evaluation of Child Welfare 
Reform, American Enterprise Institute for Public Policy Research, Washington DC, 
February 1991. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  Successful parenting in the 1990s.  Invited public lecture, Centre for Effective 
Living, Singapore, March 1991. 

Lamb, M. E.  What research can tell us about effective parenting.  Keynote address to the 
International Seminar on Family Education, National Women’s Education Centre, 
Saitama, Japan, March 1991. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., & Lamb, M. E.  (Co-organizers) Conference on Problem Behavior in 
Adolescence.  Coolfont Conference Center, Berkeley Springs, WVA, April 1991. 

Sternberg, K. J., Cortes, R. M., Dawud, S., Lamb, M. E., Greenbaum, C., & Krispin, O. Effects 
of domestic violence on children’s behavior problems.  Paper presented to the Society for 
Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Dawud,  S., Lewensohn, O., Hart, J., Posner, S., Cortes, R. M., Cohen, E., & Lamb, M. E. 
Effects of domestic violence on children’s adjustment in school.  Paper presented to the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Scaramella, L. V., Lamb, M. E., Rosenberg, A. A., Haynie, D., & Ducrey, R.  A longitudinal 
assessment of adrenocortical activity in infancy.  Paper presented to the Society for  
Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., Nitz, K., & Lamb, M. E.  Adolescent deviance: Stability over time and 
generations.  Paper presented  to the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, 
WA, April 1991. 

Nitz, K., Ketterlinus, R. D., & Lamb, M. E.  Children of adolescent and young adult mothers: 
Gender differences in the transmission of problem behavior.  Paper presented to the 
Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Ketterlinus, R. D., Lamb, M. E., & Nitz, K.  Sexual and nonsexual risk-taking in a national 
sample of adolescent males.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Prodromidis, M.,  Hwang, C. P., Broberg, A., Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  A composite 
measure of aggression for children with and without out-of-home care experiences. Paper 
presented to the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Henderson, S. H., Ketterlinus, R. D., & Lamb, M. E.  The association among children’s 
behavioral adjustment, maternal employment and attitudes, and childcare arrangements.  
Paper presented to the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 
1991. 

Nakagawa, M., Teti, D. M., Lamb, M. E., & Sugaya, S.  Japanese mothers and children in the 
United States:  Life stress, parenting, and the security of attachment.  Paper presented to 
the Society for Research in Child Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 



 

Krispin, O.,  Sternberg, K. J., Lewensohn, O., Cohen E., & Lamb, M. E.  The dimensions of peer 
evaluation:  A cross-cultural perspective.  Paper presented to the Society for Research in 
Child  Development, Seattle, WA, April 1991. 

Nsamenang, A. B., & Lamb, M. E.  Socialization values in two generations of Bamenda 
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National Conference on Health Statistics, Washington, DC, August 1999. 

Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Esplin, P. W., & Hershkowitz, I.  Enhancing the 
quality of forensic interviews in field settings by implementing interview protocols. 
Invited presentation to the American Psychological Association Convention, Boston, 
August 1999. 

Lamb. M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  L’entrevue d’investigation des jeunes victimes d’abus sexuel.  
[Investigative interviews of young victims of sexual abuse.]  Forum sur les abus sexuels 
de l’Association des centres jeunesse du Québec/Partenariat de recherche et 
d’intervention en matière d’abus sexuel a l’endroit des enfants, Montréal, Québec, 
September 1999. 

Scholmerich, A., Lamb, M. E., & Leyendecker, B.  (Co-organizers)  Infants in cultural context.  
International workshop on early infant experiences in diverse cultural contexts.  Bochum, 
Germany, October 1999. 



 

Lamb, M.E., Sternberg, K.J., Orbach, Y., Hershkowitz, I.  The development of the NICHD 
Investigative Protocol.  Presentation at a symposium on ‘Training child investigators in 
developmentally adapted interviews’, Regional European Conference of International 
Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, Jerusalem, Israel, October 1999.   

Orbach, Y., Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M.E., Sternberg, K.J.  Implementing interview protocols in 
forensic investigations of child witnesses.  Presentation at a seminar on ‘Interviewing 
child-witnesses in legal settings’, sponsored by the Youth Probation Service, Ministry of 
Labour and Social Welfare, and The League for Children, School of Social Work, 
Tel-Aviv University, Tel Aviv, Israel, October 1999. 

Lamb, M. E.  Post-divorce parent-child relationships and recommendations for policy. 
Presentation to the Ohio Task Force on Family Law and Children, Columbus, January 
2000. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Investigative interviews of alleged child abuse victims. Invited 
workshop for 16th National Symposium on Child Sexual Abuse, Huntsville, AL, March 
2000. 

Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Orbach, Y., Esplin, P. W., Hershkowitz, I., Horowitz, D. Eliciting 
information about alleged abuse using open-ended prompts: An analysis of field 
demonstration studies.  Paper presented to the biennial American Psychology Law 
Society meetings, New Orleans, March 2000. 

Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Esplin, P. W., Hershkowitz, I., Horowitz, D. 
Assessing the value of scripted protocols for forensic interviews of alleged abuse victims.  
Paper presented to the biennial American Psychology Law Society meetings, New 
Orleans, March 2000. 

Hershkowitz, I., Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J.,  Horowitz, D.  A comparison of 
mental and physical context reinstatement in forensic interviews with alleged victims of 
sexual abuse.  Poster presented to the biennial American Psychology Law Society 
meetings, New Orleans, March 2000. 

Roberts, K. P., Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., & Sirrine, N.  The effects of rapport building on 
the quality of information reported by children about a staged event. Paper presented to 
the biennial American Psychology Law Society meetings, New Orleans, March 2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Post-divorce parent-child relationships.  Keynote address to the 24th Annual 
Colorado Conference on Children and Divorce, Denver, April 2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Why are fathers important?  Keynote address to the Delaware Governor’s 
Conference on Fatherhood, Dover, Delaware, June 2000. 

Campbell, J., Lamb, M. E., & Hwang, C. P.  Early child care experiences and children’s social 
competence between 1.5 and 15 years of age.  Paper presented to the National Head Start 
Research Conference, Washington, June 2000. 



 

Ahnert L., Rickert H., Porges S. W., Lamb M. E.  Infant cardiac activity during adjustment to 
child care and relations with attachment security.  Paper presented to the International 
Conference on Infant Studies, Brighton, England, July 2000.  

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Eliciting narrative accounts from alleged victims of child 
sexual abuse.  Invited workshop to the XXVII International Congress of Psychology, 
Stockholm, Sweden, July 2000. 

Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y., Sternberg, K. J., & Esplin, P. W. (Organizers)  Improving investigative 
interview techniques.  International Interdisciplinary Workshop, Salt Lake City, August 
27 to September 1, 2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Overview of recent research on the effectiveness of structured investigative 
interview guides.  Presentation to International Interdisciplinary Workshop on Improving 
Investigative Interview Techniques.   Salt Lake City, August 28 2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Investigative interviews of alleged child abuse victims.  Satellite Video 
presentation, The National Children’s Advocacy Center, Huntsville AL, September 5, 
2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Forensic interview techniques that maximize the competence of child witnesses.  
Invited workshop, 16th Annual Midwest Conference on Child Sexual Abuse and Incest, 
Madison, WI, October 25, 2000. 

Lamb, M. E., & Holliday, K.  Parental relocation: Trying the ‘out of state move’ case. National 
Association of Counsel for Children Children’s Law Conference, Washington DC, 
November 5, 2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Male familial involvement: An update.  Symposium on the Diverse experiences of 
males in families, National Council on Family Relations Annual Conference, 
Minneapolis, November 9, 2000. 

Lamb, M. E.  Cross-cultural perspectives on the role and importance of fathers in child 
development.  Keynote address to national conference on ‘The Role and Importance of 
Fathers in the Child’s Life’, Istanbul, Turkey, December 20, 2000. 

Sternberg, K. J., & Lamb, M. E.  Structured interview format for forensic interviewers. 
Advanced workshop, San Diego Conference on Responding to Child Maltreatment, San 
Diego, January 22 to 26, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E., Chuang, S. S., & Hwang, C. P.  Father involvement in Sweden:  Exploring its 
components and stability over time.  Paper presented to an interdisciplinary workshop on 
Measuring father involvement, Natcher Conference Center, National Institutes of Health, 
Bethesda MD, February 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Developmental theory and public policy: A cross-national perspective. Green 
College Lecture, University of British Columbia, Vancouver, Canada, February 5, 2001. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  Eliciting information from child sexual abuse victims.  Tanner Lecture Series, 
University of Utah, Salt Lake City, February 27, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Commentary on a lecture by Sarah Blaffer Hrdy, “ The past, present, and future of 
the human family.’  Tanner Lectures in Human Values, University of Utah, Salt Lake 
City, February 28, 2001. 

Kelly, J. B., & Lamb, M. E.  Using child development research to make appropriate custody and 
access decisions for young children.  Workshop presentation to the Judicial Council of 
California’s and Family Court Services’ Statewide Educational Institute, Costa Mesa CA, 
March 23, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Alleged child sexual abuse: The expert witness and the court. Fakultetsopponent 
(Clara H. Gumpert), Institutionen for Forkhalsovetenskap—Avdeling for stressforskning, 
Karolinska Institutet, Stockholm (Sweden), March 30, 2001.  

Lamb, M. E.  Fathers, mothers, and families:  Shaping child development.  Invited address, VIII 
Congress of the Association Internationale pour la Formation et la Recherche en 
Education Familiale, Saint-Sauveur-des-Monts, Québec, April 18, 2001. 

Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y., Esplin, P. W., & Mitchell, S.  Can young children 
respond informatively to open-ended questions posed by forensic interviewers?  Paper 
presented to the biennial conference of the Society for Research in Child Development, 
Minneapolis, April 21, 2001.  

Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y., Sternberg, K. J., Hershkowitz, I., & Horowitz, D.  The accuracy of 
investigators’ verbatim notes of their forensic interviews with alleged child abuse 
victims.  Paper presented to the biennial conference of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Minneapolis, April 20, 2001.  

Ahnert, L., & Lamb, M. E.  Infant-care provider attachments in contrasting German child care 
settings.  Poster presented to the biennial conference of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Minneapolis, April 20, 2001.  

Lamb, M. E.  Developmentally appropriate visitation.  Invited Workshop, Custody and Visitation 
Symposium , National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Charlotte NC, June 
5, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Developmentally appropriate forensic interview techniques.  Presentation to 
National Children’s Law Conference, San Diego CA, October 2, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Psychological issues in child custody.  Invited presentation to the conference on 
Advanced Family Law, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Reno 
NV, October 24, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Psychological issues and custody.  Invited presentation to the conference on 
Recent Developments in Juvenile and Family Law: An Update for Appellate Judges, 
National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, Reno NV, October 25, 2001. 



 

Lamb, M. E.  Using child development research to make appropriate custody and access 
decisions for young children.  Workshop presentation to the Judicial Council of 
California’s and Family Court Services’ Statewide Educational Institute, Palm Springs 
CA, October 26, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Father-child relationships and developmentally appropriate parenting plans. 
Keynote address to the annual conference of the Massachusetts Association of Guardians 
ad Litem, Waltham MA, November 9, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Maximizing the quality of information elicited from alleged victims of child abuse.  
Invited address to ‘Child witnessing: Current themes’, University of Portsmouth, 
Portsmouth, England, December 7, 2001. 

Lamb, M. E.  Parent-child relationships before and after divorce.  Invited presentation in 
Symposium on ‘Custody in a mobile society’, Pennsylvania Trial Courts Annual 
Conference, Philadelphia, February 23, 2002. 

Lamb, M. E. Placing children’s interests first: Developmentally appropriate parenting plans. 
Invited address, Center for Children Families, and the Law, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, February 28, 2002. 

Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Orbach, Y., Esplin, P. W., Stewart, H., & Mitchell, S.  Age 
differences in young children’s responses to open-ended invitations in the course of 
forensic interviews.  Paper presented to the American Psychology-Law Society 
Conference, Austin TX, March 7-10, 2002. 

Thierry, K. L., Lamb, M. E., & Orbach, Y.  Relation between source monitoring and child 
witness responses to open-ended questions about alleged abuse.  Poster presented to the 
American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Austin TX, March 7-10, 2002. 

Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Developmentally sensitive interview practices.  Invited 
workshop, Eighteenth National Symposium on Child Sexual Abuse, Huntsville AL, 
March 19-22, 2002. 

Chuang, S. S., Lamb, M. E., & Hwang, C. P.  The emergence of personality development in 
early childhood:  A longitudinal investigation of ego-resiliency and ego-control in 
Sweden.  Poster presentation to the Conference on Human Development, Charlotte NC, 
April 4-7, 2002. 

Lamb, M. E.  Using child development research to make developmentally appropriate parenting 
plans following divorce.  Keynote address, Annual Meeting of the Interdisciplinary 
Forum on Mental Health and Family Law, New York City, April 16, 2002.  

Ahnert, L., Lamb, M. E., Porges, S. W., & Rickert, H.  Infant emotions and cardiac reactivity 
during adjustment to child care I:  Perspectives from infant-mother attachment.  Poster 
presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, Toronto, Canada, April 19, 
2002. 



 

Ahnert, L., Lamb, M. E., Porges, S. W., & Rickert, H.  Infant emotions and cardiac reactivity 
during adjustment to child care II:  The emerging infant-care provider attachment.  Poster 
presented at the International Conference on Infant Studies, Toronto, Canada, April 19, 
2002. 

Lamb, M. E.  Assessing the strengths of child witness statements.  Invited workshop for the 28th 
Annual Interservice Military Judges’ Seminar, Montgomery AL, April 23, 2002. 

Lamb, M. E.  Special developmental needs of children under five years old.  Invited workshop 
for the Custody and Visitation Symposium, National Council of Juvenile and Family 
Court Judges, Charleston SC, May 6, 2002. 

Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Esplin, P. W.,  Stewart, H. L.,  & Mitchell, S.  Age  
differences in young children's reports of temporal information in the course of forensic 
interviews.  Paper presented to the Jean Piaget Society, Philadelphia, June 7, 2002. 

 
Hershkowitz, I., Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Horowitz, D., & Esplin, P. W. 

Improving credibility assessment in child sexual abuse investigations: The role of the  
 investigative interview protocol.  Paper presented to the XXV International  
Congress on Applied Psychology, Singapore, July 9, 2002. 
 

Lamb, M. E.  Developmentally appropriate visitation and access decisions.  Invited presentation 
  to the Judicial Conference of Virginia for District Court Judges, Virginia Beach, August 
  12-13, 2002. 
 
Hewlett, B. S., & Lamb, M. E.  (Co-organizers)  Culture and ecology of forager children.  Pre- 

conference workshop, Conference on the Hunters and Gatherers Society, Edinburgh 
(Scotland), September 7-8, 2002.   

 
Lamb, M. E.  The role of non-parental child care in child development.  Address and discussion 

 with Netherlands Delegation on Child Care, Washington DC, October 7, 2002.  
 

Lewis, C., & Lamb, M. E.  Research on fatherhood and father-child relationships.  International 
Fatherhood Summit.  Christ Church College, Oxford, England, March 24-30, 2003. 

Lamb, M. E.  Promoting child well-being through mother- and father-child relationships.  Berger 
Institute Invited Lecture, Claremont-McKenna College, Pomona CA, March 31, 2003. 

Chuang, S. S., Hwang, C., P., & Lamb, M. E.  Paternal leave and paternal involvement in 
Sweden.  Paper presented to the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Tampa FL, April 24-27, 2003. 

Shannon, J. D., Tamis-LeMonda, C. S., Cabrera, N., & Lamb, M. E.  Determinants of father 
involvement: Presence/absence and quality of engagement. Paper presented to the 
biennial meeting of the Society for Research in Child Development, Tampa FL, April 24-
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Lamb, M. E. Developmentally appropriate parenting plans.  Invited workshop for the Custody 
and Visitation Symposium, National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges, San 
Diego, May 5, 2003. 

Lamb, M. E.  Participant in workshop on The American Law Institute’s Principles of Family 
Dissolution, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington DC, May 
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Lamb, M. E., Tamis-Lemonda, C. S., Shannon, J., & Cabrera, N. Low-income fathers in the 
USA: A closer look at the children in the Early Head Start Evaluation Study.  
Presentation to the European Social Research Council Research Seminar Series seminar 
on Fathers and Fatherhood: New Directions for Research and Policy, London, England, 
June 9, 2003.  

Pipe, M. E., Cederborg, A-C., Orbach, Y., & Lamb, M. E.  (Co-organizers).  Conference on 
resistance to disclosure by alleged victims of sexual abuse.  Satra Bruk, Sweden, August 
11-15, 2003. 

Lamb, M. E.  Developpement socio-emotionnel du jeune enfant et scolarisation precoce [Socio-
emotional development in the context of early childhood education].  Keynote address to 
Colloque du Service de la Recherche en Education 2003: 2eme Colloque Constructivisme 
et Education: Scolariser la petite enfance? [ Educational Research Unit Colloquium 2003: 
Second Colloquium on Constructivism and Education: Educationalizing infancy?],  
University of Geneva, Geneva (Switzerland), September 15-17, 2003.  

Ahnert, L., Carter, S. C., Porges, S. W., & Lamb, M. E. (Co-organizers).  Attachment and 
bonding: A new synthesis.  Dahlem Palace, Berlin, September 28 - October 3, 2003. 

Lamb, M. E. Custody issues.  North Carolina Association of District Court Judges, Boone NC, 
October 9, 2003. 

Lamb, M. E. Developmentally appropriate parenting plans.  Annual conference, Harford County 
Office of Family Court Services, Bel-Air MD, November 18, 2003. 

Lamb, M. E., & Pipe, M. E.  Repeated interviewing in forensic contexts: Is there a baby in the 
bathwater?  Paper presented to the biennial American Psychology-Law Society 
Conference, Scottsdale AZ, March 5, 2004. 

Orbach, Y., Hershkowitz, I., Pipe, M. E., Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J. Effects of repeated 
interviews on the information retrieved by child-witnesses in forensic interviews. Paper 
presented to the biennial American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Scottsdale AZ, 
March 5, 2004. 

Pipe, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y., & Stewart, H.  Non-disclosures and 
alleged abuse in forensic interviews. Paper presented to the biennial American 
Psychology-Law Society Conference, Scottsdale AZ, March 4 – 7, 2004. 

 



 

Hershkowitz, I., Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Sternberg, K. J., & Pipe, M. E.  Dynamics of forensic 
interviews with children who do not disclose abuse. Paper presented to the biennial 
American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Scottsdale AZ, March 5, 2004. 

Cederborg, A. C., & Lamb, M. E.  Delay of disclosure, minimization, and denial of abuse in a 
multi-victim case. Paper presented to the biennial American Psychology-Law Society 
Conference, Scottsdale AZ, March 5, 2004. 

DeBoard, R., Orbach, Y., Mendoza, M., Jensen, S., & Lamb, M. E.  An analysis of interviews in 
which children did not make allegations of suspected sexual abuse.  Poster presented to 
the biennial American Psychology-Law Society Conference, Scottsdale AZ, March 5, 
2004. 

Chavez, V., Sullivan, K., Pipe, M. E., Orbach, Y., & Lamb, M. E.  Spontaneous disclosure in 
forensic interviews.  Poster presented to the biennial American Psychology-Law Society 
Conference, Scottsdale AZ, March 5, 2004. 

Fouts, H. N., Hewlett, B. S., & Lamb, M. E.  Developmental and cultural differences in the 
breastfeeding context among four small-scale societies in Central Africa.  Paper 
presented to the International Conference on Infant Studies, Chicago, May 6, 2004. 

Brown, D., Lamb, M. E., Aldridge, J., Sternberg, K. J., & Orbach, Y.  Improving the quality of 
forensic interviews of children.  Poster presented to the Forensic Psychology Research 
Group conference on Eliciting information from eye witnesses and victims of crime: 
Interviewing and identification, Open University, Milton Keynes, U.K., May 6, 2004. 

Lamb, M. E.  Children are competent witnesses when competently interviewed.  Cattell Award 
Address to the American Psychological Society Annual Convention, Chicago, May 28, 
2004. 

Sternberg, K. J., Abbott, C., Baradaran, L. P., Guterman, E., & Lamb, M. E.  Effects of different 
types and frequencies of family violence on children’s adjustment.  Poster presented to 
the American Psychological Society Annual Convention, Chicago, May 28, 2004. 

Chuang, S. S., Lamb, M. E., & Hwang, C. P.  Swedish adolescents’ relational and assertive self-
concepts across social contexts and relationships. Poster presented to the American 
Psychological Society Annual Convention, Chicago, May 28, 2004. 

Gernsbacher, M. A., Lamb, M. E., Levenson, R., Levitin, T., Schnur, P., Snyder, M., & 
Steinberg, J.  Show me the money: Grant-getting for graduate student and new faculty.  
Workshop at the American Psychological Society Annual Convention, Chicago, May 27, 
2004. 

Lamb, M. E., LaRooy, D., Orbach, Y., & Pipe, M. E.  Children’s recall of real world 
experiences.  Symposium presented at the American Psychological Society Annual 
Convention, Chicago, May 28, 2004. 



 

Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Developmental differences in young children’s 
reports of temporal sequencing information in the course of forensic interviews. Paper 
presented to the American Psychological Society Annual Convention, Chicago, May 28, 
2004. 

Cederborg, A.C., & Lamb, M. E.  Disabled children exposed to crime: How does the legal 
system respond when they are victimized? Paper presented to the American 
Psychological Society Annual Convention, Chicago, May 29, 2004. 

Lamb, M. E.  Structured assessment in child interviewing.  Invited workshop, American Bar 
Association-American Psychological Association National Conference on Children and 
the Law, Washington, June 4, 2004. 

Lamb, M. E.  Suggestibility and children’s recollections.  Invited workshop, American Bar 
Association-American Psychological Association National Conference on Children and 
the Law, Washington, June 4, 2004. 

Lamb, M. E. (Discussant) Symposium on ‘Fathers in context: Family structure, socio-economics, 
and cultural prescriptions,’ Head Start’s 7th National Research Conference, Washington, 
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Pipe, M.-E., Sternberg, K. J., Orbach, Y., & Lamb, M. E.  Characteristics associated with non-
disclosure of suspected abuse.  Paper presented to the American Psychological 
Association Convention, August 2004. 

Hershkowitz, I., Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., Horowitz, D., & Sternberg, K. J.  Dynamics of 
forensic interviews with children who do not disclose abuse. Paper presented to the 
American Psychological Association Convention, August 2004. 

Pipe, M.-E., Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E. Autobiographical memory and children's testimony: A 
 crosscultural perspective. Paper presented to the XXVIII International Congress of 
 Psychology, Beijing, August 2004.  
 

Lamb, M. E.  Helping children become informative conversationalists about their experiences of 
abuse.  Paper presented to “Conversations and childhood: The impact of conversations on 
early social, emotional and cognitive development,” Cambridge UK, October 14, 2004. 

Brown, D., Lamb, M. E., Pipe, M.-E., Orbach, Y., & Lewis, C.  Children’s use of drawings to 
report touch: Implications for forensic interviews.  Paper presented to the 2nd 
International Workshop for Young Psychologists on Evolution and Development of 
Cognition, Kyoto, Japan, November 12, 2004. 

Lamb, M. E.  Is parental leave good for gender equality?  Discussion session at the GeNet ESRC 
Gender Equalities Network Introductory Conference, Cambridge, December 16, 2004. 



 

Brown, D., Lamb, M. E., Pipe, M. E., Orbach, Y., & Lewis, C.  “Show me on the drawing where 
she touched you”: Exploring children’s use of human figure drawings to report touch.  
Paper presented to the Society for Applied Research on Memory and Cognition, Victoria, 
New Zealand, January 7, 2005. 

Darvish, T., Hershkowitz, I., Lamb, M. E., & Orbach, Y. The production of investigative leads in 
child sexual abuse interviews using the NICHD protocol. Paper presented to the Society 
for Applied Research on Memory and Cognition, Victoria, New Zealand, January 7, 
2005. 

Brown, D., Lamb, M. E., Pipe, M. E., Orbach, Y., & Lewis, C.  Using drawings with children to 
elicit reports of touch after short and long delays. Paper presented to the American 
Psychology-Law Society conference, La Jolla CA, March 4, 2005. 

Thierry, K. S.,  Lamb, M. E., Orbach, Y. & Pipe, M. E.   Developmental differences in the use of 
anatomical dolls during interviews of alleged sexual abuse victims. Paper presented to the 
American Psychology-Law Society conference, La Jolla CA, March 4, 2005. 

Pipe, M. E., Lamb, M. E., & Orbach, Y. Disclosures and nondisclosures of abuse in forensic 
interviews.  Paper presented to the American Psychology-Law Society conference, La 
Jolla CA, March 4, 2005. 

Orbach, Y., Lamb, M. E., & Sternberg, K. J.  Enhancing children’s recall using contextual cues 
in forensic interviews.  Paper presented to the American Psychology-Law Society 
conference, La Jolla CA, March 4, 2005. 

Trinder, L., & Lamb, M. E.  Measuring up? The relationship between correlates of children’s 
adjustment and both family law and policy in England. Invited presentation to the 
Louisiana Law Review Symposium on ‘Divorce reform for the protection of children,’ 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, March 16-18, 2005.  

Sternberg, K. J., Guterman, E., Abbott, C. B., Baradaran, L. P., & Lamb, M. E.  Effects of  
domestic violence on children's behavior problems and depression: A longitudinal, multi- 
informant perspective.  Poster presented to the Society for Research in Child  
Development Biennial Convention, Atlanta GA, April 8, 2005. 

 
Sternberg, K. J., Lamb, M. E., Baradaran, L. B., Abbott, C. B., & Guterman, E.  Age, gender, 

 and type of abuse differences in the effects of family violence on children's behavior 
 problems: A mega-analysis. Poster presented to the Society for Research in Child 
 Development Biennial Convention, Atlanta GA, April 9, 2005. 
 

Elischberger, H., Pipe, M. E., Orbach, Y., & Lamb, M. E.  Do young children rely on scripts in 
 recounting multiple instances of abuse? Poster presentation to the American 
 Psychological Society Annual Convention, Los Angeles, May 26, 2005.  

 
La Rooy, D., Pipe, M. E., & Lamb, M. E.  Do repeated suggestive interviews with 

 young children increase suggestibility? Poster presentation to the American  
Psychological Society Annual Convention, Los Angeles, May 26, 2005.  



 

Sternberg, K. J., Guterman, E., Abbott, C. B., Lamb, M. E., & Baradaran, L. B. Contrasts 
 between children's and mothers' reports of abuse and of the children’s behavior 
 problems.  Poster presentation to the American Psychological Society Annual 
 Convention, Los Angeles, May 27, 2005.  

 
Mendoza, M. M., Jensen, S. A., Daniels, I. M., Orbach, Y., & Lamb, M. E., Exploring 

 children’s responses to yes/no and forced choice prompts in forensic interviews.  Poster 
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 May 26, 2005.  
 

Pipe, M. E., Lamb, M. E., & Orbach, Y.  Factors affecting children’s disclosure: Developmental 
 differences in secrecy and concealment in a field study. Paper presented to the American 
 Psychological Society Annual Convention, Los Angeles, May 28, 2005. 
 

Pipe, M. E., Lamb, M. E., & Orbach, Y.  Abuse severity, threats, fears, and children’s disclosure 
 of child sexual abuse.  Paper presented to the American Psychological Society Annual 
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Lamb, M. E. Developmentally appropriate forensic interviewing techniques.  Paper presented to 

 the Ninth International Interdisciplinary Colloquium on Law and Psychology, London, 
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Lamb, M. E.  Techniques for improving the quality of information elicited in forensic interviews. 

 Keynote address to a conference on “ Investigative Interviewing of Child Witnesses— 
Taking Stock and Moving Forward,” Murrayfield Stadium, Edinburgh, September 6,  
2005.  

 
Lamb, M. E.  Improving the quality of parent-child contact in separating families.  International 

 Institute for the Sociology of Law Workshop on “Contact Between Children and 
 Separated Parents”, Onati (Spain), 15 September, 2005. 

 
Lewis, C., & Lamb, M. E. Father-child relationships and children’s development: A key to 

 durable solutions?  Presentation to the Family Justice Council’s Conference on “Durable 
 Solutions in Family Law”, Dartington Hall, Devon, September 30 to October 2, 2005.  
 

Lamb, M. E. The many faces of fatherhood: Some thoughts about fatherhood and immigration.  
Paper presented to a conference entitled “ On new shores:  Understanding immigrant 
 fathers in North America,”  Syracuse, New York October 27-28, 2005.  

 
Fouts, H. N., Lamb, M. E., & Hewlett, B. S.  Developmental, cultural, and ecological features of 

 breastfeeding among four cultures in Central Africa.  Paper presented to a conference on 
 Self, Dyad, and Group:  Autonomy and Relatedness over the Lifespan, Bochum 
 (Germany), January 5 – 7, 2006.  

 
Lamb, M. E.  The needs of children.  Presentation to Ministerial conference on Fatherhood—The 

 child’s perspective, London, January 24, 2006. 
 



 

Hershkowitz, I., & Lamb, M. E.  Forensic investigations of alleged victims of abuse who have 
 learning and mental difficulties.  Paper presented to the American Psychology-Law  
Society conference, St. Petersburg FL, 4 March, 2006.  
 

Cederborg, A. C., & Lamb, M. E.  How does the legal system respond when children with 
 learning difficulties are victimized? Paper presented to the American Psychology-Law 
 Society conference, St. Petersburg FL, 4 March, 2006. 
 

Cederborg, A. C., La Rooy, D., & Lamb, M. E.  Repeated interviews about alleged abuse with  
children who have intellectual disabilities. Paper presented to the American Psychology- 
Law Society conference, St. Petersburg FL, 4 March, 2006. 
 

Brown, D. A., Lewis, C., Lamb, M. E., Stephens, E., & Lunn, J.  Facilitating eyewitness 
 testimony in children with learning disabilities. Paper presented to the American 
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