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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR  
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
WHITEWOOD et al., 
 
    Plaintiffs, 
                  
  v. 
 
WOLF et al.,  
 
    Defendants. 
 

 
 

 
Civil Action  
 
No. 13-1861-JEJ 

 
DECLARATION OF JULIA LOBUR 

I, Julia Lobur, declare as follows: 

1. I am a 59-year-old Pennsylvania resident.  I was born in Pennsylvania 

and have lived in Pennsylvania almost all of my life.  I have worked for the 

Commonwealth for more than 25 years, and I am currently employed by the 

Commonwealth as a software architect and project manager.   

2. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary 

Judgment in the matter of Whitewood et al. v. Wolf et al. to briefly describe why I 

want the Commonwealth to recognize my marriage to my wife, Marla Cattermole, 

and to explain how the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize our 

marriage robs our relationship of the status and legitimacy accorded to others’ 

relationships.   
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3. Marla and I met in 1983, during Army basic training.  A true and 

correct copy of a photograph of our platoon during basic training, produced in this 

litigation as CATTERLOBUR000255, is attached as Exhibit PX-25-A.   

4. I was discharged from the Army during basic training after my sexual 

orientation was revealed to my superiors.  After I was discharged, I maintained 

correspondence with Marla, who continued to serve in the Army.  In 1986, after 

Marla and I had started our relationship, I moved back to Pennsylvania. When 

Marla’s term of active duty subsequently ended, she came to live with me in 

Harrisburg.  A true and correct copy of a photograph of us in 1986, produced in 

this litigation as CATTERLOBUR000252, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-25-B. 

5. Harrisburg has been our home since then.  Early in our relationship, 

Marla and I both worked and attended school, and Marla remained in the Army 

Reserve until 1995.  A true and correct copy of a photo of Marla and me at Marla’s 

graduation for her degree in Business Administration, produced in this litigation as 

CATTERLOBUR000251is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-25-C.   

6. Marla and I have always taken care of each other and supported each 

other.  We share finances and all of our property, including our home, is jointly 

owned.  A redacted copy of our deed, produced in this litigation as 

CATTERLOBUR000133, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-25-D.   
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7. Marla and I also took care of my mother when it became difficult for 

her physically and financially to live on her own.  As my mother’s health 

worsened, we took care of her until she passed away in 1997.   She just adored 

Marla. I am heartsick that neither she, nor my only sister, Elizabeth, lived to see us 

married.     

8. In 2009, Marla and I traveled to Carroll, Iowa—Marla’s hometown—

to legally marry.  A redacted copy of our marriage certificate, produced in this 

litigation as CATTERLOBUR000001, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-25-E.  A 

true and correct copy of a photograph from our wedding, produced in this litigation 

as CATTERLOBUR000249, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-25-F.  We had 

wanted to marry for years.  We would have preferred to marry in Pennsylvania, 

where we lived, but we did not believe that Pennsylvania would allow us to marry 

any time soon.  I had already lost my mother and sister.  We did not want to lose 

other family before being married.  So, we traveled to Iowa soon after it became 

legal to marry there because, with some of Marla’s family still there, it was the 

closest thing to marrying at home.     

9. It meant the world to me to marry Marla.  As of 2009, we had been 

together for 23 years and during that time we had functioned like a married couple, 

but had not been treated like a married couple.  It was wonderful for our love and 

commitment to be recognized in the same way as other couples’ love and 



 4 

commitment.  Pennsylvania’s non-recognition of our union continues to make me 

feel like a second-class citizen here at home, however.   

10. Because our marriage is not recognized in Pennsylvania, we have 

gone to considerable expense to have an attorney prepare wills, health care powers 

of attorney, and financial powers of attorney, to try to establish some of the 

protections that married couples have by default.  Redacted copies of these 

documents, produced in this litigation as CATTERLOBUR000007 and 23, 17 and 

33, and 10 and 26, are attached hereto as Exhibits PX-25-G, PX-25-H, and PX-25-

I, respectively.  Even with the documents that we have, I worry that some of them 

might not be recognized in a time of crisis.   

11. Marla and I are registered as “Domestic Partners” with the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania for purposes of obtaining family medical leave 

and health insurance benefits through our employment with the Commonwealth.  

But we are not “domestic partners”—we are spouses.  Although we are married, 

our marriage certificate was not sufficient evidence of our relationship for purposes 

of establishing our “domestic partnership.”  Instead, unlike an opposite-sex 

married couple, we had to prove our relationship by showing the deed to our house 

as evidence of joint property, our driver’s licenses showing a common address, and 

our powers of attorney, and the paperwork had to be notarized.  True and correct 

copies of our domestic partnership verification forms, produced in this litigation as 
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CATTERLOBUR000004 and 126, are attached hereto as Exhibit PX-25-J.  I found 

this to be unfair and demeaning.   

12. I want us to be able to file our Pennsylvania income taxes as the 

married couple that we are.  Checking the “Single” box feels like a lie, because we 

are married.  Moreover, filing our taxes was particularly difficult this year.  We 

were gratified to finally be able to file our federal income tax return jointly, as a 

married couple.  But when our tax preparer began the state form, the software 

couldn’t understand that we were married according to the federal form but not 

according to the state form.  We went in endless loops for four hours that day, and 

it took another couple of weeks for our tax preparer to figure out how to file our 

Pennsylvania return.      

13. If Marla or I were to die in Pennsylvania, where we live, I would want 

Marla’s and my respective death certificates to reflect our status as married and for 

the survivor to be listed as the surviving spouse on the other’s death certificate.  I 

understand that, because of Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize our marriage, I 

would not be listed as Marla’s surviving spouse if she were to predecease me, and 

she would not be listed as my surviving spouse if I were to predecease her.  This is 

yet another example of the Commonwealth disrespecting our relationship and our 

commitments to one another.   
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14. Pennsylvania’s non-recognition of our marriage will have a serious 

financial effect when one of us dies.  I understand that, if I pass away first, Marla 

will have to pay an inheritance tax to the Commonwealth in the amount of fifteen 

percent of the value of property transferred to her because the Commonwealth 

views us as legal strangers.  If she passes away first, I will have to pay the tax.  I 

understand from a financial advisor that our inheritance tax bill could be up to 

approximately $50,000.  Marla and I have paid hundreds of dollars each year to 

carry extra life insurance to cover the inheritance tax.  If our marriage were 

recognized by Pennsylvania, I understand that the inheritance tax rate between us 

would be zero.   

15. The fact that we have to fight for recognition of our marriage means 

that we can give fewer of our resources to other worthy causes.  Rather than sign 

petitions and send letters to lawmakers about marriage equality, we have opened 

our checkbooks and given to the cause of marriage equality consistently for twenty 

years.  Every time I wrote one of those checks, I wanted to cry, because that was 

additional money that I could then not afford to give to the food banks or rescue 

missions or humane organizations. 

16. When Marla and I travel, we enjoy visiting places that recognize our 

marriage.  For example, we recently visited the state of Washington where our 

marriage was recognized by entities as mundane as the car rental company.  Marla 



and I were just simply both able to drive the rental car-no extra fees, no extra

paperwork. When our marriage is acknowledged like that when we travel, I feel

joyful and free. I feel the loss of that freedom every time I return home to

Pennsylvania.

17. I make this declaration from my own knowledge of the facts and

circumstances set folth above. If necessary, I could and would testiflz to these facts

and circumstances.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on; Ap r,- r,, i 1i , 2t i t l
(/ 

t,. / '
4 -  t  ,  

- ' - '

Jul ia Lobur
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