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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR  
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
WHITEWOOD et al., 
 
    Plaintiffs, 
                  
  v. 
 
WOLF et al.,  
 
    Defendants. 
 

 
 

 
Civil Action  
 
No. 13-1861-JEJ 

 
DECLARATION OF HEATHER POEHLER 

I, Heather Poehler, declare as follows: 

1. I am 44 years old, and a Pennsylvania resident.  I am a Medicaid 

Liaison Manager at a healthcare auditing firm.   

2. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary 

Judgment in the matter of Whitewood et al. v. Wolf et al. to briefly describe the 

importance of marriage to me and how the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 

refusal to recognize my marriage is stigmatizing and hurtful.   

3. I have lived with my wife, Kath, in a committed relationship for 10 

years.  (A true and correct copy of a photograph of me and Kath taken on May 30, 

2007, produced in this litigation as POEHLER000365, is attached as Exhibit PX-

13-A.  A true and correct copy of a photograph of me and Kath taken in 2012, 

produced in this litigation as POEHLER000371, is attached as Exhibit PX-13-B.)  
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We live in Downingtown, in Chester County, and are active in a roller derby 

league there.  (A true and correct copy of a photograph of me and Kath in our 

roller derby gear taken at the Caln Skating Center in Downingtown some time 

around 2012, produced in this litigation as POEHLER000366, is attached as 

Exhibit PX-13-C.)  We own a house together off of a country road on 8 acres of 

land, and we have three dogs that we rescued from an animal shelter, two cats, and 

seven chickens.  (A redacted copy of our deed, produced in this litigation as 

POEHLER000135–38, is attached as Exhibit PX-13-D.)  Kath and I have laid 

down roots in Pennsylvania, and we love it here.  The idea of having to leave the 

community we love in order to have our marriage recognized saddens me. 

4. On September 10, 2005, Kath and I got married in Massachusetts, our 

home state at the time.  I changed my last name to share Kath’s.  (A redacted copy 

of our marriage certificate, produced in this litigation as POEHLER000001, is 

attached as Exhibit PX-13-E.)  We celebrated with a beautiful wedding with our 

close friends and family.  (True and correct copies of photographs from our 

wedding, produced in this litigation as POEHLER000361 and POEHLER000363, 

are attached as Exhibits PX-13-F and PX-13-G, respectively.) 

5. We relocated to Pennsylvania when I was offered a job here in 2007, 

during the economic downturn.  Going from being recognized as a married couple 

in Massachusetts to being treated as legal strangers in Pennsylvania has been hard 
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for us logistically, financially, and emotionally.  We have had to pay lawyers to 

draw up documents to try to protect our relationship, such as wills and powers of 

attorney.  And we had difficulty preparing tax returns and completing mortgage 

paperwork in Pennsylvania because accountants and bank officials were unsure 

whether to treat us as married or unmarried.  And we pay more for health insurance 

than we would if our marriage were recognized in Pennsylvania because we pay 

state taxes on the health insurance for Kath that I get through my employer.  (A 

redacted copy of a December 5, 2013 letter from ADP notifying me that Kath’s 

health insurance benefit was treated as imputed income, produced in this litigation 

as POEHLER000180, is attached as Exhibit PX-13-H.) 

6. It’s stressful that our marital status changes when we cross state lines.  

Recently, we went to Baltimore for a weekend and while we were waiting for our 

table at dinner, we realized we didn’t know whether we were considered married in 

Maryland.  We Googled it, and were happy to learn that Maryland does recognize 

our marriage.  But this just underscored that Pennsylvania doesn’t, and that we 

have to leave our home state to be recognized again as the married couple that we 

are. 

7. I love Kath, and I want Pennsylvania to recognize our marriage.   

8. Pennsylvania’s non-recognition of our marriage disrespects us and the 

commitment that Kath and I have made to one another.  We felt this particularly 
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acutely when I underwent surgeries for a broken leg and needed a blood 

transfusion, and when Kath had to be hospitalized for a severe allergic reaction.  

Because we are not recognized as spouses here, neither of us is automatically 

legally authorized to make medical decisions for the other.  Instead, with each trip 

to the hospital, we have had to explain our relationship and be prepared to prove it 

with paperwork. 

9. Although Kath and I are a married couple, we cannot file our 

Pennsylvania taxes jointly, despite the fact that we can now file our federal taxes 

jointly.  I feel that it is wrong to say that I am “Single” on the Pennsylvania tax 

return, because I am married.  I want to be able to confidently declare myself as 

“Married” on my Pennsylvania income tax return and file jointly with Kath.   

10. Should I or Kath die in Pennsylvania, where we live, I want my and 

Kath’s respective death certificates to reflect our marriage.  It is deeply upsetting 

that, because of Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize my marriage, I would not be 

listed as Kath’s spouse. 

11. I make this declaration from my own knowledge of the facts and 

circumstances set forth above.  If necessary, I could and would testify to these facts 

and circumstances.   
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