EXHIBIT PX-24

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

WHITEWOOD et al.,
Plaintiffs,
v.

Civil Action
No. 13-1861-JEJ

WOLF et al.,
Defendants.

DECLARATION OF GREGORY WRIGHT
I, Gregory Wright, declare as follows:
1.

I am 57 years old and live in State College, Pennsylvania with my

husband Ron Gebhardtsbauer. I am a licensed acupuncturist and operate a private
practice.
2.

I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary

Judgment in the matter of Whitewood et al. v. Wolf et al. to briefly describe why I
want the Commonwealth to recognize my marriage to Ron, my partner of 19 years,
and to explain how the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize our
marriage harms both of us.
3.

Ron and I moved to State College in 2008, when Ron took a job

teaching at Penn State University. We are active members of our community and
of the University Baptist & Brethren Church.

4.

When it became possible to do so in 2011, we registered as domestic

partners in State College. A true and correct copy of our domestic partnership
certificate with a press photograph of the ceremony, produced in this litigation as
GEBHARDTWRIGHT00006, are attached as Exhibit PX-24-A. We have long
wanted to get married to publicly declare our love and commitment to each other.
The term “partner” does not adequately convey our love for each other or the level
of commitment we have made to each other.
5.

I want to spend the rest of my life with Ron. He is a man of integrity,

and I am inspired by him every single day. He strives to see the best in people and
makes me want to be the best I can be.
6.

We had hoped to marry in State College where our friends and

community are located. The pastor of our church had agreed to officiate at our
wedding if marriage in Pennsylvania became a possibility. A true and correct copy
of an article from the Daily Collegian discussing our plans, produced in this
litigation as GEBHARDTWRIGHT00001, is attached as Exhibit PX-24-B.
7.

When the United States Supreme Court struck down the federal

Defense of Marriage Act, that meant for the first time that, if we were to marry
outside of Pennsylvania, the federal government would recognize our marriage (at
least for some purposes) even if Pennsylvania would not. Because we had long
wanted to be recognized as married, we decided to get married outside of
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Pennsylvania even though we knew that our marriage would not be recognized
once we returned home.
8.

On November 27, 2013, while visiting family in Maryland for

Thanksgiving, we got married in a small civil ceremony in Rockville, Maryland.
A true and correct copy of our marriage license, produced in this litigation as
GEBHARDTWRIGHT00008, is attached as Exhibit PX-24-C. A true and correct
copy of a photograph of us at the ceremony, produced in this litigation as
GEBHARDTWRIGHT00669, is attached as Exhibit PX-24-D.
9.

We would have preferred to be married in our own church and with

our wider community, but because it was important to us, after 19 years together,
to finally have our love and commitment officially recognized, and because Ron’s
mother, who is 90 years old, and his sister and brother were excited to stand with
us at our ceremony, we decided to get married now rather than wait for some
uncertain date in the future when Pennsylvania law might change.
10.

This year, because our marriage is recognized by the federal

government, we have filed joint income taxes for the first time. Unfortunately,
because Pennsylvania does not recognize our marriage, we had to file our state
returns separately. This means we essentially had to do our taxes twice – once
jointly for the federal government and once separately for Pennsylvania.
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11.

In addition, when we filed our state returns, we each had to identify

ourselves as single even though we are now married.
12.

Because Pennsylvania does not allow us to marry and will not

recognize our Maryland marriage, we have gone to considerable expense to have
an attorney prepare wills, health care powers of attorney, and financial powers of
attorney, to try to replicate some of the protections that married couples have by
default. For the same reason, we own our homes as joint tenants with right of
survivorship. Though these documents allow us to approximate some of the
protections of marriage, there are many others we would have if we were married
that the documents cannot provide.
13.

I also worry that, if one of us were to have a medical emergency, we

might not have our healthcare powers of attorney available or they might not be
respected. If our marriage were recognized, our relationship would simply be
recognized without the need for special documentation.
14.

I also worry that, when one of us dies, the other will have to pay a

15% inheritance tax on the entire estate. Again, if our marriage were recognized,
we would not have this added expense. If Ron were to die first, paying the
inheritance tax would create significant financial difficulties for me.
15.

If Ron or I were to die in Pennsylvania, where we live, I would want

our death certificates to reflect that we are married to each other. Because
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Pennsylvania does not recognize our marriage, however, I would not be listed as
Ron's surviving spouse on his death certificate (or he on mine) even though we
have lived together for 19 years and even though we are now married.
16.

I make this declaration from my own knowledge of the facts and

circumstances set forth above. If necessary, I could and would testify to these facts
and circumstances.
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on: April

IS: 2014
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