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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR

THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA

WHITEWOOD et al.,

v.

WOLF et al.,

Plaintiffs, ~ Civil Action

No. 13-1861-JEJ

Defendants.

DECLARATION OF DAWN PLUMMER

I, Dawn Plummer, declare as follows:

1. I am 37 years old, a Pennsylvania resident, and a development

.coordinator for The Poverty Initiative, an anti-poverty organization.

2. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs' Motion for Summary

Judgment in the matter of Whitewood et al. v. Wolf et al. to briefly describe why I

want to be married to my partner, niana Poison, and to explain and how the

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's refusal to allow Diana and me to declare our

love and commitment through marriage is stigmatizing and hurtful to me and my

family.

3. Diana and I inet in 1997, and we began our relationship a couple of

years later, in 2000. We have been together ever since.
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4. In 2005, while we were living in Brooklyn, New York, we registered 

as domestic partners with the City of New York.  In October 2007, we had a 

commitment ceremony during a weekend in the Catskills with about 50 guests.  

True and correct copies of our ceremony invitation and program, produced in this 

litigation as PLUMMERPOLSON000001-2, are attached hereto as Exhibit PX-17-

A.  A true and correct copy of a photograph of us with Diana’s family at the 

ceremony, produced in this litigation as PLUMMERPOLSON000320, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit PX-17-B. 

5. We moved from New York to Pittsburgh in 2011.  The move to 

Pennsylvania was a homecoming for me; I grew up in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania, 

and most of my family is in Pennsylvania.  We now jointly own a home in 

Pittsburgh.  A redacted copy of our deed, produced in this litigation as 

PLUMMERPOLSON000187, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-17-C.  As we 

expected, Pittsburgh generally has been a great city in which to raise our two 

children.   

6. I want to be married to Diana, and I want to marry her in 

Pennsylvania, where we live, where we have made our home, and where we are 

part of the community.  I understand that, even though we meet all of the other 

criteria for marriage, Pennsylvania will not allow us to marry because we are both 

women.   



7. Family is very important to Diana and me. We have two sons. E.P.,

who was born while we lived in New Yorlc, is five years old. J.P., who was born in

Pittsburgh, is seventeen months old. I gave birth to E.P., and Diana gave birth to

J.P. True and correct copies of photographs of us at home and in our neighborhood

with our children, produced in this litigation as PLUMMERPOLSON000313 and

319, are attached hereto as Exhibit PX-17-D.

8. We completed asecond-parent adoption for E.P. in New Yorlc, so

Diana and I are now both legally recognized parents of him. A true and correct

copy of a photo of us outside the family court after the adoption was completed,

produced in this litigation as PLUMMERPOLSON000317, is attached hereto as

Exhibit PX-17-E.

9. We are currently saving money to complete asecond-parent adoption

for J.P. here in Pennsylvania. We understand that J.P.'s second-parent adoption

will cost at least $2,500. Until the second-parent adoption is completed, I have no

legal tie to J.P. and I am not listed on his birth certificate as his parent. A redacted

copy of his birth certificate, produced in this litigation as

PLLTMMERPOLSON000010, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-17-F. This is true

despite the fact that Diana and I together dreamed of adding him to our family,

together prepared for his arrival, and have functioned as a married couple since

long before his birth. For example, while Diana was pregnant with J.P., there was
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a time when she was unemployed and I was the primary source of our family's

income.

10. It is distressing to think that, for example, if I had to take J.P. to the

hospital when Diana was not available, I might not be able to make medical

decisions for hiin and I might not otherwise be treated as his parent. This is true

despite the fact that I function in every way as one of J.P.'s parents.

11. I similarly worry about medical decisions for Diana and me, should

either of us be incapacitated. I worry that, if she or I ended up in an emergency

room, the medical staff might not recognize our relationship—and that we should

be recognized as each other's medical decisionmaker—if we did not have our

health care proxies with us at the time.

12. In addition to paying for attorneys to do E.P.'s second-parent adoption

and draft our health care proxies, we have paid for attorneys to draft our wills and

powers of attorney for financial decisions. We have had to build what I call "legal

scaffolding" around our family with these documents to obtain the protections that

married couples receive by default. The associated expenses have been a financial

burden on us, as a young family without a lot of extra resources. Moreover, the

fact that we are barred from receiving these protections through marriage makes

me feel that I and my family are stigmatized and demeaned.
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13. Shortly after moving to Pittsburgh, our family was refused a "family
99

health insurance plan, meaning that Diana and I had to purchase separate insurance

plans. I was upset by this, because we are a family.

14. The fact that Pennsylvania does not recognize our relationship and

allow us to marry has caused other, more regular insults. Diana and I understand

our relationship to be that of a married couple. But in filling out forms, we have to

check the "Single" box, even though that is not how we understand ourselves.

Having to categorize myself as "Single" feels like a slap in the face.

15. I want us to be able to file our taxes as a married couple. Each year,

we have to pay a tax preparer to help us determine how to handle our jointly

owned assets in our separate tax returns, and we have to pay separate tax

preparation fees. And, again, we have to check the "Single" box, which demeans

our relationship.

16. Additionally, I want legal recognition of my family and my

commitment to Diana for my children's salve. It is increasingly difficult to explain

to E.P. why his parents are not married and cannot get married. J.P. is not yet old

enough to aslc questions, but he will be soon. In addition to the hardship on Diana

and me, as explained above, Pennsylvania's refusal to allow my family to be

treated like other families is an injustice to my children.
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17. I make this declaration from my own knowledge of the facts and

circumstances set forth above. If necessary, I could and would testify to these facts

and circumstances.

I declare under. penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

d~

',
executed on: ~~~ ~' { ~~~~...~

Dawn Plummer
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