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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR  
THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF PENNSYLVANIA 

 
 
WHITEWOOD et al., 
 
    Plaintiffs, 
                  
  v. 
 
WOLF et al.,  
 
    Defendants. 
 

 
 

 
Civil Action  
 
No. 13-1861-JEJ 

 
DECLARATION OF DARA RASPBERRY, M.D. 

I, Dara Raspberry, declare as follows: 

1. I am 43 years old, a Pennsylvania resident, and an emergency 

medicine physician at Einstein Medical Center Philadelphia.   

2. I submit this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Motion for Summary 

Judgment in the matter of Whitewood et al. v. Wolf et al. to briefly describe the 

importance of marriage to me and how the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s 

refusal to recognize my marriage is stigmatizing and hurtful.   

3. I have lived in Philadelphia with my wife, Helena Miller, since the fall 

of 2011.   

4. On September 25, 2010, while we lived in New York, we married in 

Connecticut.  Our wedding weekend was a joyous occasion for us and our family 

and friends.  True and correct copies of our wedding invitation and program, 
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produced in this litigation as MILLERRASPBERRY000001, 2, and 8, are attached 

hereto as Exhibit PX-22-A.  A true and correct copy of a photograph from our 

wedding, produced in this litigation as MILLERRASPBERRY000294, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit PX-22-B.   

5. We married because we wanted to make a public commitment to each 

other in front of our friends and families, we wanted to join our families together, 

and we wanted to start a family of our own.   

6. While we lived in New York, our Connecticut marriage was 

recognized by New York for at least some purposes.  Shortly before we left New 

York, it began permitting same-sex couples to enter into marriages in New York.   

7. We moved from New York to Philadelphia in late 2011 to be closer to 

family because we were hoping to soon have children.  Helena’s family lives in the 

Philadelphia area.  My mother has since moved to the area.   

8. We enjoy living in Philadelphia and have established our home here.  

A true and correct copy of a photograph of Helena and me at a Phillies game, 

produced in this litigation as MILLERRASPBERRY000292, is attached hereto as 

Exhibit PX-22-C.   

9. We jointly own our house in the West Philadelphia neighborhood.  A 

redacted copy of our deed, produced in this litigation as 

MILLERRASPBERRY000136, is attached hereto as Exhibit PX-22-D.  We have 
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enjoyed celebrating holidays at our home with our families.  True and correct 

copies of photographs of our Thanksgiving and Hanukkah celebrations in 2013, 

produced in this litigation as MILLERRASPBERRY000297 and 298, are attached 

hereto as Exhibit PX-22-E.   

10. The cost of moving to Philadelphia to be close to family, however, 

was to be effectively “unmarried” and, thus, to be considered less of a family in the 

eyes of the state than we were in New York.   

11. Our dream to start a family came true on May 28, 2013, when Helena 

gave birth to our daughter, Z.R.  But, painfully, I was not recognized as one of 

Z.R.’s parents at her birth, despite my marriage to Helena.  I understand that, if our 

marriage had been recognized in Pennsylvania, I would automatically and 

immediately have been recognized as a parent of Z.R. 

12. Z.R.’s original birth certificate was issued by the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health.  It named Helena as Z.R.’s mother.  It nowhere named me 

as Z.R.’s parent.  Instead, to be legally recognized as Z.R.’s mother, I had to obtain 

a second-parent adoption of her, which was not completed until September 6, 

2013, when Z.R. was about three months old.  A redacted copy of the Decree of 

Adoption, produced in this litigation as MILLERRASPBERRY000066, is attached 

hereto as Exhibit PX-22-F.  True and correct copies of photographs of our family 
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after the adoption was completed, produced in this litigation as 

MILLERRASPBERRY000295 and 296, are attached hereto as Exhibit PX-22-G.   

13. Pennsylvania’s non-recognition of our marriage disrespects the 

commitment that Helena and I have made to one another and devalues our family.  

I felt this particularly acutely during the time between Z.R.’s birth and the 

completion of the second-parent adoption.   

14. The second-parent adoption cost approximately $1,400 in attorney’s 

fees and $442.96 in court and other costs.  A redacted copy of an invoice and 

summary of costs from our attorney, produced in this litigation as 

MILLERRASPBERRY000067 and 71, are attached hereto as Exhibit PX-22-H.  In 

addition to the financial cost of having to complete the second-parent adoption, 

Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize my family caused me stress and worry about 

potential non-recognition of my relationship with Z.R. if anything happened to 

Helena before the adoption was completed.  

15. Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize our marriage causes me worry in 

other areas of my life, too.  For example, if my marriage to Helena were 

recognized by Pennsylvania, I understand that she would be the default decision-

maker on my behalf if I became incapacitated.  But because our marriage is not 

recognized, we have had to hire an attorney to draw up health care powers of 

attorney, designating each other as medical decision-makers.  When I had surgery, 
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I had to remember to put my power of attorney naming Helena on file at the 

hospital; when Helena gave birth to Z.R., she had to put her power of attorney 

naming me on file.     

16. Although Helena and I are a married couple, we cannot file our 

Pennsylvania income taxes jointly, despite the fact that we can now file our federal 

income taxes jointly.  I feel that it is wrong to say that I am “Single” on the 

Pennsylvania income tax return, because I am married.  I want to be able to declare 

myself as “Married” on my Pennsylvania income tax return.     

17. Should I or Helena die in Pennsylvania, where we live, I want our 

death certificates to reflect our marriage.  I understand that, because of 

Pennsylvania’s refusal to recognize our marriage, if Helena were to die first, I 

would not be listed as her surviving spouse (and vice versa).     

18. I hope that my marriage will be recognized by Pennsylvania before 

Z.R. is old enough to be aware that the Commonwealth does not consider her 

family to be deserving of the same status and respect afforded to other 

Pennsylvania families.   

19. I make this declaration from my own knowledge of the facts and 

circumstances set forth above.  If necessary, I could and would testify to these facts 

and circumstances.   
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The Law Office of David C. Berman
2300 Computer Avenue, Suite G-2h
Willow Grove, PA 19090-1756

Ph: 215-540-5857 Fax: 215-754-4645

Helena~Dara Miller/Raspberry

Plu~phia, PA

Attent►on:

RE: Second Parent Adoption

DATE DESCRIPTION

Feb-20-13

Mar-O 1-13

Mar-14-13

Mar-19-13

Mar-20-13

Apr-02-13

Apr-OS-13

Apr-16-13

Aur-17-1.3

Apr-25-13

Apr-29-13

September 26, 2013

File #: MIL-SPA

Inv #: 113

HOURS AMOUNT LAWYER

.0.50 0.00 DCB

4.20 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.10 0.00 DCB

0.50 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.10 0.00 DCB

0.40 0.00 DCB

0.30 0.00 DCB

0.?0 0.00 DCB

0.2U 0.00 DCB

0.50 0.00 DCB



Invoice #: 1413

Apr-30-13

May-01-13

May-06-13

May-10-13

May-30-13

Jun-11-13

Jun-12-13

Jun-17-13

Jun-28-13

Jul-02-13

Jul-03-13

Jul-OS-13

Jul-09-13

Jul-11-13

Jul-16-13

Jul-19-13

Sep-04-13

Sep-06-13

Sep-26-13 Flat Fee Agreement

Page 2 September 26, 2013

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.30 0.00 DCB

0.10 0.00 DCB

0.10 0.00. DCB

0. ] 0 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.30 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.00 DCB

0.30 0.00 DCB

0.20 0.04 DCB

0.30 0.00 DCB

0.14 0.00 DCB

0.20 O.UO DCB

0.10

0.10

0.30

2.50

0.00

o. 

oa

0.00

0.00

1,400.00

DCB

DCB

DCB

DCB.

DCB

fAYflDEMNl 
MILLEpUSPBEgRY000068
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