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Dear Friends,

Welcome to our virtual celebration of the ACLU’s 100th Anniversary!  We are looking forward to celebrating this milestone 
with you. We truly wish we could be celebrating this accomplishment together in person but, as the times require, we have 
shifted to a virtual celebration and are excited about the many opportunities we have to come together this week.

Since 1920, the ACLU’s mission has been the affirmation of the rights and liberties granted to all of us through the 
Constitution and Bill of Rights. From early days defending individuals’ constitutional rights until today, the ACLU has 
expanded its scope and its vision - and now, at 100 years old, we are still in high gear. As ACLU co-founder Roger Baldwin 
famously remarked, “no fight for civil liberties ever stays won.” While our 100th anniversary is an achievement to be 
celebrated, it is also a continued call for invigorated action from all of us. 

We are so proud to be joined this week by several special guests whose commitment to civil rights and civil liberties is 
expressed through their creativity and innovation. We have a virtual book talk with Fight of the Century editors Michael 
Chabon and Ayelet Waldman, a YLOT virtual happy hour with cookie artist Jasmine M. Cho, and a virtual gala with special 
guests, award-winning cartoonist Rob Rogers, author Damon Young, and a performance by artist Vanessa German. This is a 
week you don’t want to miss!

Finally, I want to express a huge thanks of appreciation to our sponsors and partners for celebrating this milestone with us 
and helping us to achieve some semblance of connection and togetherness during these virtual times, and to the members 
of the Centennial Honorary Host Committee who worked so hard to make this week a reality. 

Here’s to the next hundred years,

Reggie Shuford
Executive Director
American Civil Liberties Union of Pennsylvania

ACLU Supporters Susan Moore and Dr. Tom Rosenthal with 
Former  ACLU-PA Pittsburgh ED and Pittsburgh Chapter Board 
President Ellen Doyle and Larry Frolik 
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The Honorary Host Committee is composed of long-time Pittsburgh 
ACLU-PA volunteers, Pittsburgh Chapter Board Members (both past and 
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On behalf of the Honorary Host Committee, thank you for joining us in 
celebrating this milestone. 

CENTENNIAL HONORARY HOST COMMITTEE
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
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Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 

SILVER
Reed Smith LLP, Dan Booker, Partner 
Rosen & Perry P.C. 
SEIU Healthcare PA 

BRONZE
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh
Clark Hill PLC 
Eckert Seamans
Michael Healy
Leech Tishman Fuscaldo & Lampl, LLC
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PARTNERS

A huge thank you to Michael, Lauren, and Dave 
at PWPvideo for helping with the virtual gala. 

Monday, November 16 
6:00 p.m.
Virtual Book Talk on Fight of the Century with editors Michael Chabon and Ayelet Waldman moderated by ACLU-PA Director of 
Communications Andy Hoover

Tuesday, November 17 
6:00 p.m.
YLOT Virtual Happy Hour with cookie activist Jasmine M. Cho

Wednesday, November 18 
 5:30 p.m.
Virtual Corporate Sponsor Happy Hour with ACLU-PA Executive Director Reggie Shuford and ACLU-PA Legal Director Vic Walczak

Wednesday, November 18 
6:00 p.m.
Virtual Individual Sponsor Happy Hour with ACLU-PA Executive Director Reggie Shuford, ACLU-PA State Board President Peter 
Goldberger, and Past ACLU-PA Pittsburgh Chapter Board President Brenda Lee Green

Thursday, November 19 
 6:00 p.m.
Virtual Centennial Gala with special guests award-winning editorial cartoonist Rob Rogers, author Damon Young, and performance by 
Vanessa German

Thursday, November 19  
5:00 pm - 9:00 pm
Wigle Whiskey ACLU-PA Drive-Thru Night
Order a Drive Thru Dinner from Wigle Whiskey Distillery and Raise Money for the ACLU!
Join us on Thursday, October 19 for a drive thru Dinner at Wigle Whiskey Distillery, benefitting the American Civil Liberties Union
Simply order from the Wigle site here.  You can choose from a variety of delicious food and bottle options.

VIRTUAL CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION PROGRAM

Saturday, November 21 
5:00 pm - 9:00 p.m.
Threadbare Cider House & Meadery ACLU-PA Drive-Thru Night
Order Pizza & Cider from Threadbare Cider House and Raise Money for 
the ACLU! Join us on Saturday, November 21 for a drive thru Dinner at 
Threadbare Cider House, benefitting the American Civil Liberties Union. 
Simply order a Pizza & Cider Bundle from Threadbare’s site here. You can 
choose from a variety of pizza and cider options. 

Wigle Whiskey Limited-edition Centennial Anniversary Partnership Bottles
Wigle Whiskey is partnering with ACLU-PA to offer limited edition Centennial Anniversary Partnership Bottles. Featured bottles include 
their Rye Old Fashioned Bottled Cocktail, Manhattan Bottled Cocktail, Suffragette Rye, and 6 Year Single Barrel American Whiskey. 
Make sure to grab your limited edition bottle today! Bottles are available for pick-up or can be shipped to you directly (PA and DC only). 
Proceeds of each bottle purchased will support the ACLU-PA. 
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Michael Chabon is the bestselling and Pulitzer Prize–winning author of many books, including The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier & Clay, 
The Yiddish Policemen’s Union, Gentlemen of the Road, Telegraph Avenue, Moonglow, Pops, and the picture book The Astonishing Secret 
of Awesome Man. He is the editor, with Ayelet Waldman, of Kingdom of Olives and Ash: Writers Confront the Occupation and Fight of the 
Century. He lives in Berkeley, California, with his wife, the novelist Ayelet Waldman, and their children.

Ayelet Waldman is the author of A Really Good Day: How Microdosing Made a Mega Difference in My Mood, My Marriage, and My Life, the 
novels Love and Treasure, Red Hook Road, Love and Other Impossible Pursuits, and Daughter’s Keeper, as well as of the essay collection Bad 
Mother: A Chronicle of Maternal Crimes, Minor Calamities, and Occasional Moments of Grace and the Mommy-Track Mystery series. She is 
the editor of Inside This Place, Not of It: Narratives from Women’s Prisons, Fight of the Century: Writers Reflect on 100 Years of Landmark 
ACLU Cases  and of the forthcoming Kingdom of Olives and Ash: Writers Confront the Occupation. She was a Federal public defender and an 
adjunct professor at the UC Berkeley law school where she developed and taught a course on the legal implications of the War on Drugs. She 
lives in Berkeley, California, with her husband, Michael Chabon, and their four children.

MICHAEL CHABON AND AYELET WALDMAN FIGHT OF THE CENTURY

Fight of the Century: Writers Reflect on 100 Years of Landmark ACLU Cases takes you inside the trials, stories, and the most prominent 
ACLU cases that have shaped modern life over the last hundred years. This anthology of essays is a tribute to all the battles fought and won 
in the name of liberty. In this unique collaboration between the American Civil Liberties Union and prize-winning authors Michael Chabon 
and Ayelet Waldman, Fight of the Century features original essays by the most influential writers at work today -- including Jennifer Egan, 
Neil Gaiman, Marion James, Viet Thah Nguyen, Salman Rushdie, Jesmyn Ward -- and their unique literary takes on historic decisions like 
Brown v. Board of Education, the Scopes trial, Roe V. Wade, and more. These powerful stories and essays remind us that the issues the ACLU 
has engaged with over the past one hundred years remain as vital as ever today. 

For our virtual book talk, we have partnered with White Whale Bookstore where you can purchase a signed copy of Fight of the Century. 

To purchase a book, please visit:  
whitewhalebookstore.com/readytoship/fight-of-the-century 
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Jasmine M. Cho is a Pittsburgh-based artist, author, and 
cookie activist most known for using portrait cookies to elevate 
representation for Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders. She is also 
a Food Network Champion (“Christmas Cookie Challenge” Season 3, 
Episode 8) and the Founder of Yummyholic.

Her cookie activism has been featured internationally on various 
media outlets that include NPR, HuffPost, CBS This Morning, and 
The Korea Daily. In 2019, Jasmine gave a TEDx talk on her work that 
immediately went viral and has since reached over 47K views. Jasmine 
has received numerous accolades including CREATOR of the Year by 
the Pittsburgh Technology Council, the Small Business Community 
Champion Award by Citizens Bank, and was also awarded a Mayor’s 
Proclamation declaring Jan. 28th, 2020 as “Jasmine Cho Day” by the 
City of Pittsburgh. Expanding to traditional fine art while pursuing art 
therapy studies, Jasmine wrote, illustrated, and published her first 
children’s book, Role Models Who Look Like Me: Asian Americans and 
Pacific Islanders Who Made History.

While managing the stressors of owning a small business, Jasmine 
became more aware of the therapeutic impacts of baking. Believing 
that mental health services should be as diverse as the communities 
they serve, she is now exploring the frontiers of research-based 
bake therapy with hopes to make the kitchen a more accessible and 
empowering space for creativity and healing for all people.

Along with her cookie demonstration during the YLOT virtual happy 
hour on Tuesday night, Jasmine has designed limited edition RBG 
cookie art postcards that are for sale. Proceeds will benefit the 
ACLU-PA Foundation. 

JASMINE CHO 

Rob Rogers is an award-winning freelance editorial cartoonist living in Pittsburgh. His cartoons have been vexing and entertaining readers 
since 1984 when he joined the Pittsburgh Press as an intern. In 1993, he was hired by the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Syndicated by Andrews 
McMeel Syndicate, (formerly Universal Press), Rogers’ work has also appeared in The New York Times, The Washington Post, USA Today, 
Newsweek and The Week, among many others.

Rogers has also been the curator of several national cartoon exhibitions, including Too Hot to Handle: Creating Controversy through Political 
Cartoons (2003) and Drawn To The Summit: A G-20 Exhibition Of Political Cartoons (2009), both at The Andy Warhol Museum, and Bush 
Leaguers: Cartoonists Take on the White House (2007) at the American University Museum. In 2015, Rogers curated Slinging Satire: Editori-
al Cartooning and the First Amendment at the ToonSeum. Rogers is an active member (and past president) of the Association of American 
Editorial Cartoonists.

Rogers’ work received the 2000 and 2013 Thomas Nast Award from the Overseas Press Club, the 1995 and 2019 National Headliner Award 
from the Press Club of Atlantic City, the 2015 Berryman Award from the National Press Foundation, the 2019 Sigma Delta Chi Award and 
many Golden Quills from the Press Club of Western Pennsylvania. Rogers was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in both 1999 and 2019.

In 2009, Rogers celebrated 25 years as a Pittsburgh editorial cartoonist with the release of his book, No Cartoon Left Behind: The Best of 
Rob Rogers, published by Carnegie Mellon University Press. In 2015, he released a local cartoon collection called, Mayoral Ink: Cartooning 
Pittsburgh’s Mayors. In 2019, Rogers released Enemy of the People: A Cartoonist’s Journey, published by IDW.

Rogers served as board president of the ToonSeum, a cartoon museum in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from 2007 until 2017.

In 2018, after 25 years on staff at the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Rogers was fired for drawing cartoons critical of President Trump. Rogers was 
awarded an Emerson Fellowship from the Emerson Collective in 2019.

ROB ROGERS
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DAMON YOUNG

Damon Young is a writer, critic, humorist, satirist, and professional Black person. He’s a co-founder and editor in chief of 
VerySmartBrothas—coined “the blackest thing that ever happened to the internet” by The Washington Post and recently acquired by 
Univision and Gizmodo Media Group to be a vertical of The Root—and a columnist for GQ. His work has been featured in The New York Times, 
The Washington Post, LitHub, Time Magazine, Slate, LongReads, Salon, The Guardian, New York Magazine, EBONY, Jezebel, and the Pittsburgh 
Post Gazette.
 
Damon’s writing—which vacillates from anthropological satire and absurdist racial insights to razor sharp cultural critique and unflinching 
indictments of privilege and bias—has often generated praise from his peers. Ava DuVernay called his voice “clear and critical.” Michael Eric 
Dyson said he’s “one of the most important young voices in humor writing today.” And Kiese Laymon called his work “the best of American 
twenty-first century writing.” 

Damon’s debut memoir—What Doesn’t Kill You Makes You Blacker: A Memoir In Essays (Ecco/HarperCollins)—is a 2019 Barnes & Noble 
Discover Great New Writers selection, and is a tragicomic exploration of the angsts, anxieties, and absurdities of existing while black in 
America. NPR called it an “outstanding collection of nonfiction” and The Washington Post “hilarious” and “unflinching.”
 
A native Pittsburgher who attended Canisius College on a basketball scholarship, Damon is also a former member of ACLU Pennsylvania’s 
State Board. He currently resides in Pittsburgh’s Northside, with his wife, two children, and his faithful bottles of Nexium and Lisinopril.

Vanessa German is an American actor, sculptor, painter, 
writer, activist, performer, and poet. Her work is held in 
numerous permanent collections including the Frederick R. 
Weisman Art Foundation and the Crystal Bridges Museum 
of American Art. Her art has been featured in a wide range 
of galleries, museums and traveling exhibits, including the 
2012 “African American Art 1950–present” touring exhibit 
from the Smithsonian Institution. She was a 2015 recipient 
of the Louis Comfort Tiffany Foundation Biennial Grant 
and the winner of the 2018 Don Tyson Prize, a biannual 
$200,000 award from the Crystal Bridges Museum of 
American Art. 

Vanessa also leads the ARThouse and Love Front Porch, 
a community art institution, in Homewood, where she 
lives and creates her art.  She started the ARThouse 
when she needed to create her art on her porch due to a 
low basement ceiling. When Vanessa began making large 
sculptures, she was heartbroken when pieces had to be 
taken apart to be removed from the basement. After moving 
to the porch, ARThouse was born.  Neighborhood children 
began gathering on her porch to watch her at work. This 
expanded into a dedicated community art space, which 
moved twice before moving into its permanent location, a 
house purchased with donations and proceeds from her 
art sales, dedicated in December 2015. In 2012, Love Front 
Porch received a $4,000 grant from the Sankofa Fund of 
Southwest Pennsylvania, which highlights empowering 
grass-roots African-American community projects.

Vanessa also runs the Tuesday Night Monologue Project 
at ARThouse, a weekly event where guest artists and 
members of the community can write and share works with 
each other. 

Vanessa uses her art to address hate in the world while 
also expressing hope for the future. She was born in 
Wisconsin and lived in Los Angeles and Ohio before 
settling in Pittsburgh two decades ago.

VANESSA GERMAN
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The history of the ACLU is the story of America in the twentieth 
century.  Born out of the fight to defend free speech during 
World War I, the ACLU has been at the center of progress and 
controversy ever since.  Our part in defending the Bill of Rights and 
constitutional freedoms during some of the most infamous events 
in American history—the Scopes “monkey trial,” the internment 
of Japanese Americans, the Cold War witch hunts, systemic Jim 
Crow discrimination and many others—has made us one of the 
most important and, at times unpopular, organizations in American 
history.  

What initially was organized by Crystal Eastman and Roger Baldwin 
as the Civil Liberties Bureau and labeled by the New York Times as a 
“little group of malcontents,” “an unimportant and minute minority—
noisy out of all proportion to their numbers” became the American 
Civil Liberties Union.  Less than three years later an equally small, 
but committed group of “troublemakers” established the volunteer-
led Pittsburgh ACLU.

Between 1935 and 1939, affiliates were established in San 
Francisco, Cleveland, St. Louis and Philadelphia.  Pittsburgh became 
a chapter of the Philadelphia affiliate, but maintained autonomy as 
Philadelphia concentrated its efforts in eastern Pennsylvania.  

Working out of her basement, Marion Damick was both executive 
secretary and intake person (the first volunteer staff person).  
Eventually, she served as the Chapter’s executive director.  Other 

executive directors included Ellen Doyle, Barb Feige, Mary Alice 
Gorman, James Lieber, Gilbert Venable (the Chapter’s first paid ED), 
Witold (Vic) Walczak, and Barbara Wolvovitz.  

Throughout the Chapter’s first few decades, volunteer attorneys 
handled an assortment of cases often underreported and 
overlooked by local media. That changed as the 1960s came to a 
close, when Marjorie Matson, a lawyer and former chapter board 
president, argued that the  policy of local newspapers labeling job 
ads as “help wanted male” and “help wanted female” deprived 
women of equal employment opportunities.  The chapter board 
of directors was torn between the newspapers’ First Amendment 
rights and the Equal Protection rights of women.  This discussion 
of First Amendment freedom in contrast with other civil liberties 
issues would play out repeatedly and continues today as the local 
and national organization struggles with the question of defending 
the First Amendment rights of individuals and groups advocating the 
prescribing of rights to marginalized groups. 

Ultimately, the decision was made to take the case and by the 
time Marjorie Matson won a 1973 favorable decision before the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court, the case, Pittsburgh Press Co. v. 
Pittsburgh Commission on Human Relations et al., had attracted 
national attention.  In her honor, the chapter created the Marjorie 
Matson Civil Libertarian Award.

With the success of the “want ad” case, the ACLU National Board 

A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PITTSBURGH CHAPTER
Originally written by Nat Melamed in 2005 and updated by the Centennial Honorary Host Committee

of Directors recognized the need for a true statewide affiliate and 
the ACLU of Pennsylvania was born with Pittsburgh attorney Thomas 
Kerr as its first board president.  

It was then that Pittsburgh Chapter volunteers initiated development 
efforts to subsidize the funds received from the state affiliate.  
Eventually, the development committee’s very successful yearly 
donor solicitation campaign became a model for the state.  For more 
than two decades the Pittsburgh Chapter raised more money than 
any other Pennsylvania chapter.  The Pittsburgh Chapter’s successes 
are largely credited to the strong volunteer pipeline, with their 
tireless and effective, continued commitment to civil rights and civil 
liberties throughout the years. 

Pittsburgh Chapter Board Presidents included Edward J. Abes, 
Stephanie G. Brinberg, Bruce Boni, Marshall Dayan, Ellen Doyle, 
Brenda Lee Green, Tom Hollander, Thomas Kerr, Lou Kushner, 
Marjorie Matson, David Segel, Marketa Sims, EJ Strrassburger, 
Robert Whitehill, and Bernard Yadoff. 

Another hugely successful committee that became a model for 
other chapters was the Pittsburgh Legal Committee.  Comprising 
local attorneys, the committee met regularly to review requests for 
assistance and when necessary locate volunteer attorneys to litigate 
the cases with civil liberties implications.  When staff attorneys 
were eventually hired, the committee continued meeting monthly 
to assist staff as well as volunteer attorneys in case section and 

legal strategy.   The committee was chaired by several prominent 
attorneys including a 25-year tenure by Michael Louik.

While the first several decades of the chapter’s existence focused 
primarily on legal activities, the growth of the development program 
was followed by equally successful additions of a legislative 
agenda, community based education programming, grassroots 
organizing, marketing campaigns, and an expanding membership 
base.   A volunteer speaker’s bureau was established to respond 
to the growing number of requests for presentations on the Bill of 
Rights and related topics.  As the chapter continued to address 
unconstitutional limitations on the First Amendment and concerns 
about police misconduct, a Legal Observer program was established 
and continues in which trained volunteers monitor constitutionally 
protected protests. 

In 1989, County of Allegheny v. ACLU, Greater Pittsburgh Chapter, 
was heard by the U.S. Supreme Court when several volunteer 
attorneys led by Roz Litman successfully argued that Allegheny 
County’s placement of a holiday religious display on public property 
violated the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment. 

In 1991, Vic Walczak was hired as the Chapter’s Associate Director.  
Vic later became Executive Director when Marion Damick retired in 
1992 and subsequently moved into his present position, ACLU-PA 
Legal Director, in 2004.

1920 Pittsburgh Chapter

Witold “Vic” Walczak

Marion Damick and National
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Walczak’s urging made the decision to focus legal efforts on cases 
with systemic implications that would impact  a larger group of 
affected people.  

The Pittsburgh chapter would continue to handle a wide variety of 
“pop up” cases some of which were handled with a letter to a school 
district or borough avoiding legal action, but the chapter would look 
for institutional reform cases that had a far-reaching impact on 
historically marginalized groups.  

The first of these cases was Doyle v. Allegheny County when the 
Pittsburgh Chapter took legal action on behalf of county residents 
denied adequate counsel because of an underfunded, understaffed, 
and overworked county Public Defender’s office.  The case had 
far-reaching implications for the Fourth, Fifth, Sixth and Seventh 
Amendment rights of thousands of individuals unable to afford legal 
representation.  

Next came the groundbreaking police misconduct case Williams 
v. City of Pittsburgh, which after the legal team secured a U.S. 
Department of Justice consent decree became, U.S. v. City of 
Pittsburgh.  While widespread inequality in criminal justice and 
challenges to fair policing continue, there is little doubt that 
Williams had a significant impact on changes in the Pittsburgh Police 
Department procedures and practices. 

One of the longest fought cases was Henson v. University of 
Pittsburgh, filed in the mid-1990s on behalf of LGBT university 
employees who received a benefit package worth significantly less 
than their straight colleagues. The Pittsburgh chapter’s position was 
that by not providing health care coverage for domestic partners as 
they did for spouses, the university was in violation of the Human 
Relations Act.  The case was finally resolved in 2004, when the 
university agreed to change its policy.   

In preparation for the G20 Summit being held at the David Lawrence 
Convention Center in September 2009, a team of volunteer attorneys 
was organized to represent protesters wrongly arrested and/or 
denied their First Amendment rights. One of these cases, Piper v. 
City of Pittsburgh, et al., involved a visiting university professor who, 
while in the vicinity of a protest, suffered permanent hearing loss, 
after a long range acoustic device was used to break up a crowd of 
protesters.  This case brought significant attention to the growing 
trend of the militarization of police departments.    

In 2000, Randal G. Forrester, a member of both the Pittsburgh 
chapter and the affiliate boards of directors, was asked to provide 
a blueprint for the reorganization of the Pennsylvania affiliate.  His 
Strategic Planning Committee, with the help of a consultant from 
Lehigh University, undertook a time consuming and occasionally 
contentious series of meetings with ACLU volunteers across the 
state to elicit their input about what needed to be done to create a 
more dynamic and effective statewide organization.  Under Randal’s 
leadership, this painstaking process produced a comprehensive 
restructuring plan that was adopted by the Affiliate Board of 
Directors in 2002 and laid the groundwork for the affiliate’s 10 
prolific chapters.  

Public attitudes toward civil liberties and civil rights tend to be very 
much a matter of perceived self-interest. Bluntly put, when people 
see their own rights in jeopardy, they become civil libertarians.  
Unfortunately, this self-interest calculus leads to “the many” often 
overlooking the marginalizing of “the others.”  As we celebrate the 
ACLU Centennial, our membership, staff and volunteer involvement 
continues to grow providing a formidable force for protecting and 
expanding the rights of all Pennsylvanians.  The best and possibly 
the most challenging years are yet to come.
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REMEMBERING ROSLYN LITMAN

On February 22, 1989,  Roslyn Litman, a longtime ACLU leader and 
volunteer attorney represented the ACLU before the United States 
Supreme Court in a lawsuit brought to remove religious displays 
from the Allegheny County Courthouse and Pittsburgh’s City-County 
Building. 
 
Ms. Litman and the ACLU won County of Allegheny v. ACLU, a 
landmark Establishment Clause case that continues to be studied in 
law schools across the country.  Longtime ACLU volunteer attorneys 
Jon Pushinsky and Jim Lieber were members of the ACLU’s three-
lawyer team. 
 
The case was decided on July 3, 1989, and a remarkable audio and 
written transcript of the oral argument can be found at: 
www.oyez.org/cases/1988/87-2050.  
 
Litman’s brilliant and spirited presentation is well worth hearing as 
are the questions posed by various Justices and her response.  
 
Because the case involved a nativity scene, it is often referred to 
informally as “the crèche case.”   
 
Jon Pushinsky provides a first-person account of the strategy and 
legal work involved with that case: Roslyn (Roz) Litman’s involvement 

with the ACLU spanned some 50 years. She served as a leader on 
the boards of the Greater Pittsburgh Chapter of the ACLU and the 
ACLU of Pennsylvania; she also served for 30 years as Pennsylvania 
representative to the National ACLU board, and as one of the 
national organization’s general counsels.   
 
As ACLU Executive Director Anthony Romero said at her passing:  
“She had a very deep understanding of prejudice and discrimination 
as a Jewish American woman growing up in Brooklyn, and like many 
Jews of her generation she lived with prejudice and discrimination 
as a young woman and as an adult.”   That understanding forged her 
commitment to civil liberties and her willingness to take on difficult 
cases that others would not. 
 
In her later years, she was especially active fighting for LGBT rights 
on a state and national level.  Over her lifetime, she was the recipient 
of many awards, including the Tom Kerr Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Pittsburgh Chapter of the ACLU of Pennsylvania.
 
As ACLU-PA Executive Director Reggie Shuford said of Roz:  “I don’t 
think you could imagine a more impassioned, energized, or effective 
advocate for the rights of religious and racial minorities, for workers, 
for LGBT rights, or the individual liberty and dignity of all people.”

It was late fall 1986 and Allegheny County was installing its annual 
Courthouse Christmas display. The display consisted of a large 
nativity scene owned by the Holy Name Society. An angel was above 
the manger holding a sign bearing the Latin words for “Glory to God 
in the highest.” The display was placed, as it had been for a number 
of years, on the large landing of the Courthouse’s grand stairwell - a 
stairwell that went up from the ground floor to upper levels housing 
numerous County governmental offices and courtrooms. Signs 
directing visitors to various government offices were placed on either 
side of the nativity scene.
 
Next door, at the City-County Building, the City of Pittsburgh was 
erecting its annual Christmas display at the building’s front portico: 
a forty foot high Christmas tree and an 18 foot high Chanukah 
menorah.
 
I was serving as a local ACLU board member and approached 
the Pittsburgh Chapter board about challenging the County’s 
nativity scene display and the City’s use of a Chanukah menorah 
in its Christmas display as violations of the First Amendment’s 
establishment clause. The board approved the lawsuit and a 
three-lawyer team, Roz Litman, Jim Lieber and I, went to work. The 
first step was to write letters to the City and County requesting 
removal of the primary religious symbols of the Christian and Jewish 
winter holidays from the buildings representing the seats of local 
government. The City and County rejected the request and the City 
modified its display by adding a sign regarding the festive lights.
 
Once the City and County refused to remove religious symbols from 
their holiday displays, the lawyers began preparing their lawsuit. 
Anticipating a backlash of religious insensitivity, we considered it 
important to bring suit on behalf of a cross-section of the religious 
community. Pittsburgh ACLU cooperating attorney Ellen Doyle, a 
Roman Catholic, agreed to be the first named individual plaintiff and 
testified in the case. Other plaintiffs included members of the Greek 
Orthodox, Unitarian, Jewish and Muslim faiths. To further protect 
the plaintiffs from hate mail and other inappropriate responses, the 
ACLU joined the suit as a party and was listed as the first plaintiff.
 
An injunction hearing was conducted before the Hon. Barron 
McCune of the Western District of Pennsylvania in December 1986. 
Judge McCune found governmental use of primary religious holiday 
symbols in the buildings housing core government functions to be 
constitutional. In Judge McCune’s view the displays had a secular 
purpose; they did not have the effect of advancing religion; and they 

did not result in the excessive entanglement of government and 
religion.
 
Our team of lawyers appealed to the Court of Appeals for the Third 
Circuit. The appellate court reversed Judge McCune, finding both 
displays to be violative of the First Amendment’s establishment 
clause. The City and County then appealed to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which agreed to hear the case.
 
The three-lawyer team traveled to Washington in late February 1989 
for the Supreme Court argument. Roz Litman was the team member 
who argued the case. The decision was issued on July 3, 1989, 
the last day of the term. Electronic communications were not as 
advanced as today and we stood by fax machines as the opinions 
were received page by page. The Court was very fractured. The 
various opinions were approximately one hundred pages. By a 5-4 
majority, the nativity scene display was held to be unconstitutional. 
Justice Blackmun, switching his position with respect to the 
menorah, helped form a 6-3 majority upholding the City’s use of a 
Chanukah menorah as part of its Christmas display.
 
Working on County of Allegheny v. ACLU, Greater Pittsburgh 
Chapter and with our three-lawyer team remains a highlight of our 
professional careers. The Court’s decision continues to be oft cited. 
Whether it will be revisited by the current Court remains to be seen. 

LANDMARK CASE: 
County of Allegheny v. ACLU, Greater Pittsburgh Chapter By Jon Pushinsky

Roz Litman
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