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Petitioners the League of Women Voters and Lorraine Haw (together, 

“Petitioners”), by and through their counsel, respectfully move pursuant to Rule 

1532(b) of the Pennsylvania Rules of Appellate Procedure for summary relief and 
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entry of a judgment declaring the proposed amendment in Joint Resolution 2019-

1 (the “Proposed Amendment”) unconstitutional and void.  In support of their 

Application, Petitioners incorporate herein their accompanying brief and the 

attached exhibits.  

BACKGROUND 

1. Petitioners allege that the Proposed Amendment included on the 

November 5, 2019 general election ballot violates the constitutional mandate in 

Article XI, § 1 of the Pennsylvania Constitution which provides that: “When two or 

more amendments shall be submitted they shall be voted upon separately.”  Pa. 

Const. art. XI, § 1.  Article XI, § 1 “insures that the voters will ‘be able to express 

their will as to each substantive constitutional change separately.’”  Pa. Prison Soc’y 

v. Commonwealth, 776 A.2d 971, 976 (Pa. 2001) (quoting Pa. Prison Soc’y v. 

Commonwealth, 727 A.2d 632, 634 (Pa. Commw. Ct. 1999)).  Because the 

November 2019 ballot question proposes several amendments to Pennsylvania’s 

Constitution, but allows voters only a single “yes” or “no” vote, it violates Article 

XI, § 1’s separate-vote requirement and the electorate’s right to vote.  Compounding 

this problem, the text of the proposed constitutional amendment was not on the 

ballot; instead, the voters were asked to vote “yes” or “no” to a brief and incomplete 

summary of the proposed changes.
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2. The challenged ballot question asks voters to adopt or reject the 

proposed constitutional amendment known as Joint Resolution 2019-1, which would 

add a new section 9.1 to Article I of the Pennsylvania Constitution.  The new section 

would create fifteen new constitutional rights for crime victims that must be enforced 

to the same degree as the constitutional rights of the accused in criminal court 

proceedings.  The Proposed Amendment would allow victims or prosecutors to seek 

a court order to enforce these constitutional rights, and, additionally, would empower 

the General Assembly to pass laws to define and implement these new rights. 

3. These new rights would significantly change many of the fundamental 

rights now provided to the accused, including those set forth in Article I, § 9 (“Rights 

of accused in criminal prosecutions”), Article I, § 10 (“No person shall, for the same 

offense, be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb”), Article I, § 14 (“Prisoners to be 

bailable; habeas corpus”), and Article V, § 9 (“Right of appeal”).  In addition, they 

would affect the public’s right of access to court proceedings set forth in Article I, § 

11; the governor’s power to pardon, set forth in Article IV, § 9; and the Supreme 

Court’s authority over court proceedings, set forth in Article V §  10 (“Judicial 

administration”), and jurisdiction over appeals, set forth in the Schedule to the 

Judiciary Article.  Thus, the Proposed Amendment encompasses multiple subject 

matters that affect many different existing provisions in the Pennsylvania 

Constitution. 
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4. Petitioner the League of Women Voters is a nationwide, nonpartisan 

grassroots organization of women and men who believe that through informed 

action, people can make profound changes in their communities.  Pet. for Review 

¶ 5.  The League of Women Voters of Pennsylvania (“the League”) is the state 

chapter of the League of Women Voters.  Id.  The League encourages informed and 

active participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public 

policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.  Id. ¶ 6. 

The League frequently takes positions on issues such as voting and election reforms, 

criminal justice reform, fair funding for education, environmental protection, and 

more.  Id. ¶ 7.  The League and the members it represents have a substantial, direct, 

and immediate interest in this case, because the challenged ballot question threatens 

to deprive the voters of the Commonwealth of their right to decide what changes to 

make to their Constitution.  Id. ¶ 9. 

5. Petitioner Lorraine Haw is a resident and registered voter in the 

Commonwealth.  Id. ¶ 10.  Ms. Haw agrees with parts of the Proposed 

Amendment—like considering the safety of victims and their families at bail 

hearings.  Id. ¶ 16.  But she is opposed to the parts of the amendment that she believes 

will take away rights from defendants.  Id.  Ms. Haw could not vote for the parts of 

the amendment she agrees with without voting for other things she disagrees with.  
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She wanted to be able to vote separately on each change to the Constitution, as is 

her right.  Id. ¶ 17. 

History of the Ballot Question

6. The Pennsylvania Constitution mandates that the Pennsylvania 

electorate vote on all proposed amendments to the Pennsylvania Constitution and 

that each ballot question contain only one amendment: “[S]uch proposed amendment 

or amendments shall be submitted to the qualified electors of the State. . . . . When 

two or more amendments shall be submitted they shall be voted upon separately.”  

Pa. Const. art. XI, § 1.   

7. On November 5, 2019, the Secretary of the Commonwealth included 

on the election ballot a single-spaced, 73-word question that would make sweeping 

changes to the Pennsylvania Constitution:  

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to grant certain rights 
to crime victims, including to be treated with fairness, respect and 
dignity; considering their safety in bail proceedings; timely notice and 
opportunity to take part in public proceedings; reasonable protection 
from the accused; right to refuse discovery requests made by the 
accused; restitution and return of property; proceedings free from 
delay; and to be informed of these rights, so they can enforce them? 

Pa. Dept. of State website (attached hereto as Exhibit A).  This Proposed 

Amendment would add at least fifteen new rights to the Pennsylvania Constitution 

and amend three articles, eight sections, and one schedule of the existing 
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Pennsylvania Constitution.  Including these many amendments in one ballot 

question violated the plain requirements of Article XI, § 1.  

8. During the 2019 legislative session, SB 1011 was introduced under the 

name House Bill 276 (H.B. 276) and passed by the House in April 2019.  H.B. 276 

(2019) (attached hereto as Exhibit B).  In June 2019, the Senate passed H.B. 276 

under the name Senate Bill 149, also known as Joint Resolution 2019-1 (the “Joint 

Resolution” or the “Proposed Amendment”).  S.B. 149 (2019) (attached hereto as 

Exhibit C).  Joint Resolution 2019-1 directed the Secretary of the Commonwealth to 

submit the proposed amendment to the electorate.  

9. The Attorney General of the Commonwealth prepared a Plain English 

statement pursuant to 25 Pa. Stat. Ann. § 2621.1.  The Secretary of the 

Commonwealth drafted the text of the single ballot question that presented the 

Proposed Amendment to the voters.  Ex. A.  The Secretary published the ballot 

question, the Attorney General’s Plain English Statement, and Joint Resolution 

2019-1 together on the Department of State website.  Id.

10. The ballot question appeared on the ballot in the November 5, 2019 

general election.  Voters were not presented with the language of the actual 

amendment to the Pennsylvania Constitution.  Instead, they voted on the condensed 

ballot question prepared by the Secretary of the Commonwealth.   
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Procedural History 

11. Petitioners commenced this action on October 10, 2019 by filing a 

verified Petition for Review under this Court’s original jurisdiction.  Oct. 10, 2019 

Pet. for Review.   

12. The Petition to Review raised three counts against Kathy Boockvar, the 

Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth (the “Secretary” or “Respondent”): 1) the 

Ballot Question violates the requirement of Article XI, § 1 of the Pennsylvania 

Constitution that “when two or more amendments shall be submitted they shall be 

voted upon separately”; 2) the Ballot Question violates Article XI, § 1’s requirement 

that a “proposed amendment or amendments shall be submitted to the qualified 

electors of the State”; and 3) in the alternative, the Ballot Question violates the 

electorate’s right to be fully informed of the question to be voted on because it does 

not fairly, accurately, and clearly apprise voters of the issue.  Id. ¶¶ 34-54.  

Petitioners seek to have the Proposed Amendment declared unconstitutional and 

void.   

13. Veteran criminal defense attorney Ronald Greenblatt (“Greenblatt”) 

intervened in support of the Petition for Review.  Oct. 18, 2019 App. for Leave to 

Intervene.  Shameekah Moore, Martin Vickless, Kristin June Irwin, and Kelly 

Williams intervened in opposition to the Petition for Review.  Oct. 17, 2019 App. 

for Leave to Intervene.  Both applications were granted.  Oct. 22, 2019 Order.  
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14. Petitioners immediately moved for a preliminary injunction.  After 

expedited briefing and a hearing, the Court issued a Memorandum Opinion and 

Order on October 30, 2019, granting a preliminary injunction enjoining the Secretary 

from tabulating and certifying the votes of the November 2019 general election on 

the ballot question.  The Court found that all requirements for a preliminary 

injunction had been met, including that Petitioners “raised substantial questions” as 

to the constitutionality of the Proposed Amendment and “are likely to prevail on the 

merits” with respect to their various claims and that the proposed ballot question 

would immediately and irreparably harm accused individuals, victims, and the 

criminal justice system as a whole.  Oct. 30, 2019 Order & Mem. at 21.1

15. In her opinion, Judge Ceisler concluded that “the Proposed 

constitutional Amendment presented by the November 2019 ballot question (1) 

appears to contain multiple changes to the Constitution because it provides a whole 

series of new and mutually independent rights to victims of crimes, and (2) may 

amend multiple existing constitutional articles and sections across multiple subject 

matters.”  Id. at 29.  She also found that “the Proposed Amendment addresses a wide 

range of subject matters including bail, discovery, due process, restitution, the right 

1 The Commonwealth Court granted Petitioners’ Emergency Application to 
Lift Supersedeas on November 2, 2019 and lifted the automatic supersedeas 
during Respondent’s appeal to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  Nov. 2, 
2019 Order.  



9 

to privacy, and evidence control, all under the auspices of connecting them to 

victims’ rights.”  Id. at 33.  Because of this, “the competing rights established in the 

Proposed Amendment are clearly not so interrelated as to justify inclusion into a 

single subject.” Id. (emphasis in original).   

16. The Secretary and the Intervening Respondents appealed the grant of 

preliminary injunction to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.  The Pennsylvania 

Supreme Court affirmed the preliminary injunction against Respondent on 

November 4, 2019.  Nov. 4, 2019 Supreme Court Order.  As a result, the Secretary 

of the Commonwealth was and remains barred from tabulating the votes on the 

Proposed Amendment or certifying the November 5, 2019 election results on the 

Proposed Amendment until this Court makes its final merits determination.  

17. Upon remand of the case to the Commonwealth Court, the Secretary 

and Intervening Respondents filed Answers and New Matter.  Nov. 12, 2019 Answer 

and New Matter of Respondent; Nov. 12, 2019 Answer and New Matter of 

Respondent Party Intervenors.  Petitioners responded with their Replies to New 

Matter, and the pleadings are now closed.  The parties stipulated to a schedule for 

summary relief briefing and submitted a Joint Application for approval of that 

schedule, which the Court granted on December 4, 2019.  Dec. 4, 2019 Order.  
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SUMMARY RELIEF 

18. Petitioners move this Court for an Order declaring (1) that the 

constitutional amendment proposed by Joint Resolution 2019-1 and the November 

2019 ballot question violates the requirement of Article XI, § 1 of the Pennsylvania 

Constitution that “when two or more amendments shall be submitted they shall be 

voted upon separately,” (2) that the proposed amendment substantively and facially 

affects, and therefore amends, more than one part of the Constitution, (3) that the 

form of the ballot question violates Article XI, § 1 because it does not set forth the 

text of the proposed amendment, and (4) that the form of the ballot question violates 

Article XI, § 1 because it does not fairly accurately, and clearly apprise voters of the 

issue to be voted on.   

19. Petitioners hereby incorporate the legal arguments and points and 

authorities set forth in their Brief submitted in support of this Application.   

WHEREFORE, for all of the foregoing reasons, Petitioners respectfully 

request that this Honorable Court grant their Application for Summary Relief and 

enter an order declaring the Proposed Amendment unconstitutional and void.  
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Respectfully submitted,  

Date: December 13, 2019  /s/ Steven E. Bizar   
Steven E. Bizar (Pa. 68316) 
Tiffany E. Engsell (Pa. 320711) 
Craig J. Castiglia (Pa. 324320) 
William C. Kuzma (Pa. 327814) 
DECHERT LLP 
Cira Centre 
2929 Arch Street 
Philadelphia, PA  19104 
215.994.4000 

/s/ Mary Catherine Roper  
Mary Catherine Roper (Pa. 
71107) 
Andrew Christy (Pa. 322053) 
ACLU OF PENNSYLVANIA 
PO Box 60173 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
215.592.1513 

Attorneys for Petitioners 
League of Women Voters of 
Pennsylvania and Lorraine Haw 
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CERTIFICATION 

I certify that this filing complies with the provisions of the Public Access 

Policy of the Unified Judicial System of Pennsyvlania: Case Records of the 

Appellate and Trial Courts that require filing confidential information and 

documents differently than non-confidential information and documents.  

Date: December 13, 2019  /s/ Tiffany E. Engsell
Tiffany E. Engsell (Pa. 320711)



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I, Tiffany E. Engsell, hereby certify that on December 13, 2019, I caused a 

true and correct copy of the foregoing document titled Petitioners’ Application for 

Summary Relief, together with all supporting materials thereto, be served via 

electronic filing to all counsel of record.   

Date: December 13, 2019  /s/ Tiffany E. Engsell
Tiffany E. Engsell (Pa. 320711)
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ORIGINAL JURISDICTION 

No. 578 MD 2019 

ORDER GRANTING PETITIONERS’ 
APPLICATION FOR SUMMARY RELIEF  

AND NOW, this          day of , 2019, upon consideration of 

Petitioners’ Application for Summary Relief, it is hereby ORDERED that said 

Application is GRANTED. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the constitutional amendment proposed 

by Joint Resolution 2019-1 is DECLARED unconstitutional and void. 

BY THE COURT: 
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Ballot Question
Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to grant certain rights to crime victims, including to

be treated with fairness, respect and dignity; considering their safety in bail proceedings; timely

notice and opportunity to take part in public proceedings; reasonable protection from the accused;

right to refuse discovery requests made by the accused; restitution and return of property;

proceedings free from delay; and to be informed of these rights, so they can enforce them?

 

Plain English Statement of the
Office of Attorney General
The proposed amendment, if approved by the electorate, will add a new section to Article I of the

Pennsylvania Constitution.  That amendment will provide victims of crimes with certain, new

constitutional rights that must be protected in the same way as the rights afforded to individuals

accused of committing a crime. 

The proposed amendment defines "victim" as both a person against whom the criminal act was

committed and any person who was directly harmed by it.  The accused or any person a court

decides is not acting in the best interest of a victim cannot be a victim. 

Generally, the proposed amendment would grant victims the constitutional right to receive notice and

be present and speak at public proceedings involving the alleged criminal conduct.  It would also

grant victims the constitutional right to receive notice of any escape or release of the accused and

the right to have their safety and the safety of their family considered in setting the amount of bail

and other release conditions.  It would also create several other new constitutional rights, such as

the right to timely restitution and return of property, the right to refuse to answer questions asked by

the accused, and the right to speak with a government attorney. 

Specifically, the proposed amendment would establish the following new rights for victims:

To be treated with fairness and respect for the victim's safety, dignity and privacy

To have the safety of the victim and the victim's family considered in fixing the amount of bail and

release conditions for the accused
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To reasonable and timely notice of and to be present at all public proceedings involving the criminal

or delinquent conduct

To be notified of any pretrial disposition of the case

With the exception of grand jury proceedings, to be heard in any proceeding where a right of the

victim is implicated, including, but not limited to, release, plea, sentencing, disposition, parole and

pardon

To be notified of all parole procedures, to participate in the parole process, to provide information to

be considered before the parole of the offender, and to be notified of the parole of the offender

To reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting on behalf of the accused

To reasonable notice of any release or escape of the accused

To refuse an interview, deposition or other discovery request made by the accused or any person

acting on behalf of the accused

Full and timely restitution from the person or entity convicted for the unlawful conduct

Full and timely restitution as determined by the court in a juvenile delinquency proceeding

To the prompt return of property when no longer needed as evidence

To proceedings free from unreasonable delay and a prompt and final conclusion of the case and any

related postconviction proceedings

To confer with the attorney for the government

To be informed of all rights enumerated in this section

The proposed amendment would allow a victim or prosecutor to ask a court to enforce these

constitutional rights but would not allow a victim to become a legal party to the criminal proceeding or

sue the Commonwealth or any political subdivision, such as a county or municipality, for monetary

damages. 

Once added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, these specific rights of victims cannot be eliminated,

except by a judicial decision finding all or part of the amendment unconstitutional or the approval of a

subsequent constitutional amendment.  If approved, the General Assembly may pass a law to

implement these new, constitutional rights, but it may not pass a law eliminating them.  If approved,

State and local governments will need to create new procedures to ensure that victims receive the

rights provided for by the amendment.

 

Joint Resolution NO. 2019-1
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Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, providing for

rights of victims of crime.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves as follows:

Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance

with Article XI:

That Article I be amended by adding a section to read:

§ 9.1.  Rights of victims of crime.

(a)  To secure for victims justice and due process throughout the criminal and
juvenile justice systems, a victim shall have the following rights, as further
provided and as defined by the General Assembly, which shall be protected in a
manner no less vigorous than the rights afforded to the accused: to be
treated with fairness and respect for the victim's safety, dignity and privacy; to
have the safety of the victim and the victim's family considered in fixing the
amount of bail and releaseconditions for the accused; to reasonable and timely
notice of and to be present at all public proceedings involving the criminal or
delinquent conduct; to be notified of any pretrial disposition of the case; with the
exception of grand jury proceedings, to be heard in any proceeding where a right
of the victim is implicated, including, but not limited to, release, plea,
sentencing, disposition, parole and pardon; to be notified of all parole
procedures, to participate in the parole process, to provide information to be
considered before the parole of the offender, and to be notified of the parole of
the offender; to reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting
on behalf of the accused; to reasonable notice of any release or escape of the
accused; to refuse an interview, deposition or other discovery request made by
the accused or any person acting on behalf of the accused; full and timely
restitution from the person or entity convicted for the unlawful conduct; full
and timely restitution as determined by the court in a juvenile delinquency
proceeding; to the prompt return of property when no longer needed as
evidence; to proceedings free from unreasonable delay and a prompt and
final conclusion of the case and anyrelated postconviction proceedings; to
confer with the attorney for the government; and to be informed of all rights
enumerated in this section.
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(b)  The victim or the attorney for the government upon request of the victim may
assert in any trial or appellate court, or before any other authority, with
jurisdiction over the case, and have enforced, the rights enumerated in this
section and any other right afforded to the victim by law. This section does
not grant the victim party status or create any cause of action for compensation
or damages against the Commonwealth or any political subdivision, nor any
officer, employee or agent ofthe Commonwealth or any political subdivision, or
any officer or employee of the court.

(c)  As used in this section and as further defined by the General Assembly, the
term "victim" includes any person against whom the criminal offense or
delinquent act is committed or who is directly harmed by the commission of the
offense or act. Theterm "victim" does not include the accused or a person whom
the court finds would not act in the best interests of a deceased, incompetent,
minor or incapacitated victim.

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General Assembly of this proposed constitutional

amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to comply with the

advertising requirements of section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall

transmit the required advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers

are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this proposed constitutional amendment,

the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to comply with the advertising

requirements of section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the

required advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers are published

in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional amendment. The Secretary of the

Commonwealth shall submit this proposed constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of this

Commonwealth at the first primary, general or municipal election which meets the requirements of

and is in conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and which

occurs at least three months after the proposed constitutional amendment is passed by the General

Assembly.
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PRIOR PASSAGE – J.R. 2018-1
 PRINTER'S NO.  284 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL 
No. 276 Session of 

2019 

INTRODUCED BY DELOZIER, BENNINGHOFF, BARRAR, BERNSTINE, 
BIZZARRO, BOBACK, CALTAGIRONE, COMITTA, COOK, CUTLER, 
T. DAVIS, DiGIROLAMO, ECKER, EVERETT, FARRY, FLYNN, FRITZ, 
GLEIM, GREGORY, HERSHEY, HICKERNELL, HILL-EVANS, KAUFFMAN, 
KEEFER, KLUNK, KORTZ, MALONEY, MATZIE, McNEILL, MIZGORSKI, 
MURT, NELSON, OBERLANDER, ORTITAY, PASHINSKI, PICKETT, 
RAVENSTAHL, READSHAW, RYAN, SAYLOR, SCHLOSSBERG, STRUZZI, 
TOEPEL, TOOHIL, TOPPER, ZIMMERMAN, KINSEY AND ROZZI, 
FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

REFERRED TO COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

A JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania, providing for rights of victims of crime.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby resolves as follows:
Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of 

Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with Article XI:
That Article I be amended by adding a section to read:

§ 9.1.  Rights of victims of crime.
(a)  To secure for victims justice and due process throughout 

the criminal and juvenile justice systems, a victim shall have 
the following rights  , as further provided and as defined by the   
General Assembly,   which shall be protected in a manner no less   
vigorous than the rights afforded to the accused: to be treated 
with fairness and respect for the victim's safety, dignity and 
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privacy;   to have the safety of the victim and the victim's   
family considered in fixing the amount of bail and release 
conditions for the accused;   to reasonable and timely notice of   
and to be present at all public proceedings involving the 
criminal or delinquent conduct;   to be notified of any pretrial   
disposition of the case;   with the exception of grand jury   
proceedings, to be heard in any proceeding   where a right of the   
victim is implicated, including, but not limited to,   release,   
plea, sentencing, disposition, parole and   pardon  ;   to be notified   
of all parole procedures, to participate in the parole process, 
to provide information to be considered before the parole of the 
offender, and to be notified of the parole of the offender;   to   
reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting on 
behalf of the accused; to reasonable notice of any release or 
escape of   the   accused; to refuse an interview, deposition or   
other discovery request made by the accused or any person acting 
on behalf of the accused; full and timely restitution from the 
person or entity convicted for the unlawful conduct;   full and   
timely restitution as determined by the court in a juvenile 
delinquency proceeding; to the prompt return of property when no 
longer needed as evidence;   to proceedings free from unreasonable   
delay and a prompt   and final   conclusion of the case   and any   
related postconviction proceedings  ; to confer with the attorney   
for the government; and to be informed of all rights enumerated 
in this section.

(b)  The victim or the attorney for the government upon 
request of the victim may assert in any trial or appellate 
court, or before any other authority, with jurisdiction over the 
case, and have enforced, the rights enumerated in this section 
and any other right afforded to the victim by law. This section 
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does not   grant the victim party status or   create any cause of   
action for compensation or damages against the Commonwealth   or   
any political subdivision  , nor any officer, employee or agent of   
the Commonwealth   or any political subdivision  , or any officer or   
employee of   the   court.  

(c)  As used in this section   and as further defined by the   
General Assembly  , the term "victim" includes any person against   
whom the criminal offense or delinquent act is committed or who 
is directly harmed by the commission of the offense or act. The 
term "victim" does not include the accused or a person whom the 
court finds would not act in the best interests of a deceased, 
incompetent, minor or incapacitated victim.

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General 
Assembly of this proposed constitutional amendment, the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to 
comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of Article 
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the 
required advertisements to two newspapers in every county in 
which such newspapers are published in sufficient time after 
passage of this proposed constitutional amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this 
proposed constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to comply with the 
advertising requirements of section 1 of Article XI of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such 
newspapers are published in sufficient time after passage of 
this proposed constitutional amendment. The Secretary of the 
Commonwealth shall submit this proposed constitutional amendment 
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first 
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primary, general or municipal election which meets the 
requirements of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article 
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and which occurs at least 
three months after the proposed constitutional amendment is 
passed by the General Assembly.
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EXHIBIT C 



PRIOR PASSAGE – J.R. 2018-1
 PRINTER'S NO.  127 

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL 
No. 149 Session of 

2019 

INTRODUCED BY SABATINA, GORDNER, REGAN, FONTANA, SCHWANK, BLAKE, 
PHILLIPS-HILL, HUGHES, FOLMER, MARTIN, K. WARD, STEFANO, 
DiSANTO, DINNIMAN, BAKER, COSTA, BARTOLOTTA, KILLION, ARGALL, 
J. WARD, TARTAGLIONE, MUTH, AUMENT, YUDICHAK, BROWNE AND 
BOSCOLA, FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

REFERRED TO JUDICIARY, FEBRUARY 1, 2019 

A JOINT RESOLUTION
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth 

of Pennsylvania, providing for rights of victims of crime.
The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

hereby resolves as follows:
Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of 

Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance with Article XI:
That Article I be amended by adding a section to read:

§ 9.1.  Rights of victims of crime.
(a)  To secure for victims justice and due process throughout 

the criminal and juvenile justice systems, a victim shall have 
the following rights  , as further provided and as defined by the   
General Assembly,   which shall be protected in a manner no less   
vigorous than the rights afforded to the accused: to be treated 
with fairness and respect for the victim's safety, dignity and 
privacy;   to have the safety of the victim and the victim's   
family considered in fixing the amount of bail and release 
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conditions for the accused;   to reasonable and timely notice of   
and to be present at all public proceedings involving the 
criminal or delinquent conduct;   to be notified of any pretrial   
disposition of the case;   with the exception of grand jury   
proceedings, to be heard in any proceeding   where a right of the   
victim is implicated, including, but not limited to,   release,   
plea, sentencing, disposition, parole and   pardon  ;   to be notified   
of all parole procedures, to participate in the parole process, 
to provide information to be considered before the parole of the 
offender, and to be notified of the parole of the offender;   to   
reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting on 
behalf of the accused; to reasonable notice of any release or 
escape of   the   accused; to refuse an interview, deposition or   
other discovery request made by the accused or any person acting 
on behalf of the accused; full and timely restitution from the 
person or entity convicted for the unlawful conduct;   full and   
timely restitution as determined by the court in a juvenile 
delinquency proceeding; to the prompt return of property when no 
longer needed as evidence;   to proceedings free from unreasonable   
delay and a prompt   and final   conclusion of the case   and any   
related postconviction proceedings  ; to confer with the attorney   
for the government; and to be informed of all rights enumerated 
in this section.

(b)  The victim or the attorney for the government upon 
request of the victim may assert in any trial or appellate 
court, or before any other authority, with jurisdiction over the 
case, and have enforced, the rights enumerated in this section 
and any other right afforded to the victim by law. This section 
does not   grant the victim party status or   create any cause of   
action for compensation or damages against the Commonwealth   or   
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any political subdivision  , nor any officer, employee or agent of   
the Commonwealth   or any political subdivision  , or any officer or   
employee of   the   court.  

(c)  As used in this section   and as further defined by the   
General Assembly  , the term "victim" includes any person against   
whom the criminal offense or delinquent act is committed or who 
is directly harmed by the commission of the offense or act. The 
term "victim" does not include the accused or a person whom the 
court finds would not act in the best interests of a deceased, 
incompetent, minor or incapacitated victim.

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General 
Assembly of this proposed constitutional amendment, the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to 
comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of Article 
XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the 
required advertisements to two newspapers in every county in 
which such newspapers are published in sufficient time after 
passage of this proposed constitutional amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this 
proposed constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to comply with the 
advertising requirements of section 1 of Article XI of the 
Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such 
newspapers are published in sufficient time after passage of 
this proposed constitutional amendment. The Secretary of the 
Commonwealth shall submit this proposed constitutional amendment 
to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the first 
primary, general or municipal election which meets the 
requirements of and is in conformance with section 1 of Article 
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XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and which occurs at least 
three months after the proposed constitutional amendment is 
passed by the General Assembly.
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EXHIBIT D 
































































































































































































































































































