WHAT’S WRONG WITH SB 707,
THE MARRIAGE AMENDMENT

Marriage is a commitment. It is about creating a family. It is also
about rights and responsibilities. Marriage is about sharing, love,
trust and compromise. Two adults who make this personal decision to
form a life-long commitment should not be denied the right to marry
the person they want to marry just because they are gay or lesbian.

Gay and lesbian Pennsylvanians are our neighbors, co-workers, and
friends. They pay taxes and serve our communities. They raise
children and volunteer with civic organizations. They simply desire
the same rights, responsibilities and protections as all other
Pennsylvanians.

Today we look back with disbelief that there was a time in American
when we did not allow marriage between Catholics and Protestants
or between blacks and whites. Unfortunately, our laws continue to
deny the right to marry to adults who are gay or lesbian. We should
not support this kind of discrimination.

There are many things about modern society that some religious
organizations do not endorse. Yet, as a society we are governed by
laws and not by religious beliefs.

Same-sex couples are already denied the right to marry in
Pennsylvania. This amendment is unnecessary, unwise, and
divisive.

With all of the problems that the Pennsylvania Senate should be
addressing, it is disturbing that some of the members would spend
time and resources to amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to make
a pronouncement about marriage.



