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Introduction

Student Complaint

Procedure

Many school districts offer students a
Student Complaint Procedure to address
"unfair treatment, injury, harassment or
wrong use of any rule." Most school dis-
WHAT THE tricts recommend starting by contacting
AC |_U THINKS: your principal or guidance counselor. The
Philadelphia School District allows stu-
dents to have an ombudsman - or advisor
- in each schooal, to help inform students
of their rights and responsibilities. The
Pittsburgh School District has Parent
Education Resource Centers and the
Harrisburg School District has a student
support services department. Find out
about the complaint policy for your
school and encourage other students to
use the procedure if they have a com-
plaint.

Constitu

The First Amendment protects free-
dom of expression and says that the
government shall make no law abridg-
ing the freedom of speech. It also stops
the government from promoting or
endorsing religion and guarantees your
right to freely practice your religion.

Everyone has an opinion, and the ACLU
of them. In many places in this bodikesau

what the ACsUposition is on censorship,
detectors, uniforms and more. Just keep i
that the ACK position is not necessarily w|
the Pennsylvania Code says or what the g
have decided.

The Fourth Amendment guarantees the
right of people to be secure in their per-

sons, houses, papers, and effects,
against unreasonable searches and
seizures.

The Fourteenth Amendment gives peo-
ple equal protection of the law, which
protects them from discrimination and

harassment. It also protects our right to

privacy (which includes birth control

and abortion). And it says that every-
one is entitled to due process of law, or
fair procedure.



Freedom of Expression

Constitution

The First Amendment guarantees
our right to free expression. This
means that the government <« power
is limited in being able to tell us what
to say or believe. Expression
includes your spoken and written
words, how you dress, your tastes in
art and music, what you post on the
Internet, your decision to salute the
flag or not, your participation in
protests and rallies and even what
clubs and organizations you choose
to join.



Freedom of Expression

fiougnt iz layy.,

TINKER VDESMOINEINDEPENDENT
CoMMUNITECHOODISTRICK1969)

Thirteen-year-old Mary Beth Tinker and
four other students in Des Moines
protested the Vietnam War by wearing
black armbands to school. The school
punished Mary Beth and the other stu-
dents for wearing the armbands, but the
students and their parents fought for
their rights all the way to the U.S.
Supreme Court. The Supreme Court
sided with the students. They said that
students do not shed their constitution-
al rights to freedom of speech and
expression at the schoolhouse gate. It
was an important victory for students
speech rights.

BeTHEISCHOODISTRICTNO. 403 V.
FRASER1986)

A high school student at an assembly
gave a speech nominating his friend for
student government. He used sexual
innuendoes in his speech and the school
WHAT THE suspended him for it. He sued the school,
ACLU THINKS: arguing the suspension violated his free
speech rights. But the U.S. Supreme
The ACLU often argues with schoo Zourt said it was okay for the school to
what speech is actually prohibited, punish the student. A school can prohib-
as whether something really disr it lewd and vulgar student speech as
the educational process or if schoo part of its job of teaching students the

cials simply said it did to censor an boundaries of socially appropriate

ion they didrlike. behavior.




Freedom of Expression

PENNSYLVANIA

CODE

The constitutional right of freedom of
speech guarantees the freedom of pub-
lic school students to publish materials
on their own. The students themselves
have sole responsibility for any state-
ments published. Approval procedures
must be followed prior to distribution or
display of materials on school property.
(PA Code Section 12.9)




fiougnt ths Iy,



Freedom of Expression

WHAT THE
ACLU THINKS:

The ACLU argues that the right to p
anonymously should apply to schoo

you are required by your school to
your name on your underground pu
tion, and you think it chills your spe¢
you should distribute it outside of sg
first, and then consider how you ma
challenge the scheaokquirement!

b disciplined

Can they really
censor me?
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Freedom of Expression

I fought the law...

| ) 1 fought the law...




1 fought the law... I fought the law...




Freedom of Expression

WHAT THE
ACLU THINKS:

The ACLU argues that schools sho
restrict or punish any non-threateni

expression on the Internet which do
not use facilities owned by the publi
schools and which the student does
physically bring onto school grounds
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WHAT THE
ACLU THINKS:

dents their freedom of expressio
because you may express yours
what you wear, as well as in wha{ you
say or write. If you think your dregs
code is unfair, you can challenge [the

policy.
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Freedom of Expression

WHAT THE
ACLU THINKS:

The ACLU argues that piercings
funky hair convey a message ang
should fall under the category of

speech and, responsibly worn, s

be allowed in school.



Freedom of Expression

WHAT THE
ACLU THINKS:

The ACLU argues that school unifor
cies do violate your First Amendme

rights. School uniform policies tell yg
what you must wear to school and s
go way beyond just having a reason
dress code that promotes safety and
decorum in schools.
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